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Dear Napa Valley 
Dog Training Club Members,

I would like to wish everyone a Happy New
Year from all of the 2016 Board of Direc-
tors. We’re looking forward to enjoying a
prosperous New Year in a spirit of friend-
ship and community.

Have a safe Holiday season celebrating with family, friends and
furkids. We look forward to the coming New Year filled with a lot of
fun, positive engaging training experiences and festivities.

Thank you again to our membership for your continued support,
and please remember that YOUR membership is OUR privilege! 

Preparations for the Annual Dinner & Awards have begun! The
event will take place on Saturday, February 27, 2016 at Filippi’s
Restaurant and will celebrate our 2015 award winners – and our
2015 Club Service Award winner- to be nominated by you!

Be sure to submit your nominations for a Club Service Award nom-
inee. This Award will recognize an exemplary individual who
demonstrates tireless passion and vision in promoting the Napa
Valley Dog Training Club.

Again, thank you for your continued support of the Dog Training
Club. Remember we are making a difference. Be sure to join us
February 27 to celebrate and honor the individuals that have
achieved some of their goals this past year. Everyone is invited to
participate in this special occasion.

Warmest Regards,
Joy Wood, 2016 NVDTC President
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Joy Wood, President

Mary Ash, Vice President

Lori Jackson, Treasurer

Risha Martin, Secretary

Gerry Glantz, Past President

At Large Board Members:
Frances Anamosa

Donna Golemon, Training 
Kim Leslie, Publicity
Pat Martin, Building

AOCNC REPS:
Gerry Glantz, Sue Osborn

CGC: Jim Spiva

MEMBERSHIP: Mary Ash

NEWSLETTER/WEBSITE: Sue Osborn

OFFICE MANAGER: Mary Ash

SUNSHINE: Deassa Binstock

Mark 
Your Calendar!

Awards Banquet
February 27, 2016 

Filippi’s Pizza Grotto
645 First Street
Napa,California

Come and support 
your friends and 

members
who have worked 

hard in 2015!

Details to follow.



TATTLE TAILS
NVDTC Newsletter

January-February 2016
2 of 9

The 2016 Dog Show Calendar is
Now Available for Purchase

Don’t miss out! You can pick up yours at the NVDTC office.
This calendar shows upcoming trials, matches, and other dog
events scheduled throughout the next year in California, Arizona,
Nevada, Washington, and Oregon.

Cost: $8 each while quantities last. 

Vange Leonis’ Sadie

A Successful CGC Class
by Jim Spiva

We had a very successful Canine Good Citizen
exam at our clubhouse on December 8, 2015
with eleven teams examined and eight success-
ful teams! This is a record percentage of pass-
ing scores in the memorable past. It was
Vange’s class and since she couldn’t examine
her own class, she functioned as our Mistress of
Ceremonies…and directed all of the action.

Examiners were Marlene, Mary, and myself. I
asked Roxann to be the leader of the crowd and
she brought family and friends and provided the
crowd, as well as the pusher of the shopping
cart. Roxann’s gang was Joe, Noah and Emily;
with Neanna driving the shopping cart. Linda W.
provided a very well mannered dog for the
“friendly dog.”Class assistants Carol and Cheryl
provided administrative support, moving of
teams, step and fetch it, and all other means of
support for the examining crew.

My sincere thanks to all of the crew who sup-
ported this exam so well!

Become a CGC Examiner
NVDTC needs more CGC Examiners. Interested
parties or anyone I might be able to shanghai,
please call me at 707-644-4620. I will help you
become qualified. Becoming an examiner does
not require a commitment to a schedule or
a large amount of time.

DON’T FORGET TO RENEW
YOUR NVDTC MEMBERSHIP!

Members can renew by downloading
application online at 

napadogtraining.org/membership.htm
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• Wag more, bark less.

• Get excited by the simple
things in life.

• Be quick to forgive.

• Devote more time to napping.

• Don’t worry so much about
having that second treat.

• Be a loyal friend and a great
listener.

• Love unconditionally!

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS 
YOU CAN STEAL FROM YOUR DOG!

Source: Calgary Humane Society

Just like us, dogs want to be comfortable when they
sleep, and sometimes that means lying on their backs.

Since dogs in the wild would never assume a belly-up
position out in the open, rest assured that when your dog
rolls onto his back to snooze, he feels comfortable being
vulnerable in your presence.

Many dogs roll onto their backs when they’re feeling
playful, and it may be some find it interesting to view the
world upside down now and then!

Registration forms are available at:
www.DogsCanDance.com/. Click on Workshops and Classes,
Look for “Napa.” Make checks payable to: Dogs Can Dance

*Prerequisite required for Dancing for Smiles: Freestyle 
experience or “An Introduction to Canine Freestyle Workshop.
”Questions? Contact Judy@DogsCanDance.com

Dogs Can Dance
Workshops at the clubhouse

January 16, 2016

Introduction to
Freestyle

10:00 AM - 12/NOON
Discover WHY all dogs love canine freestyle!

Learn the basics of canine freestyle set to
music. Warm ups, stretches, two routines and

how to select music for your dog.

January 16, 2016

Dancing 
for Smiles

1:00 PM - 3:00 PM
Discover tools for creating group rou-
tines and individual choreography for

therapy dog routines. Create many uses
for freestyle during therapy dog visits. 

Fee per 
workshop = $35

Fee for both 
workshops = $60

MIGHTY
MIGHTS

A class JUST for small dogs!

Thursdays or Fridays at 7:00 PM
Starts January 14th or 15th

Lessons and teaching method will be geared to the needs, 
learning style, and comfort level of small dogs and their owners.

• Dogs must be at least 6 months old & weigh 20 pounds or less.

• This class will cover all skills and materials included in NVDTC’s
Good Manners 1 classes.

• Class is designed for the small dog to learn basic obedience skills,
build confidence, and reduce reactivity; all in a safe 
environment.

Classes held at the clubhouse.
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Monday
Evenings—OPEN

Tuesday
  10:00 am                     Adolescent Dog                     Kim

  11:00 am                     Puppy                                   Kim 
  ADO & PUPPY ORIENTATION: JAN 12 at 10 AM**

  4:30 pm                       Intermediate Freestyle           Judy

  5:30 pm                       Freestyle Drill Team              Judy 

  6:30 pm                       Musical Rally Challenge        Judy 

NEW
  7:30 pm                       Crate and Choices                 Donna

Wednesday
  9:00 am                       Good Manners 1                    Kim &
                                                                                   Marlene
  GOOD MANNERS 1 ORIENTATION: JAN 13 at 9 AM**

  10:0 0 am                    Good Manners 2                    Kim & 
                                                                                   Marlene

RETURN  ING
  11:00 am                     Advanced Obedience            Marlene 

  

  5:00 pm                       Adolescent Dog                     Donna

  6:00 pm                       Puppy                                   Donna

  7:00 pm                       Adolescent Dog                     Lea

  8:00 pm                       Puppy                                   Lea

BOTH WED PUPPY CLASSES ORIENTATION: JAN 13 at 6 PM**
BOTH WED ADO CLASSES ORIENTATION: JAN 13 at 7 PM**

Thursday
  10:30 am or 1:00 pm   Rally—All Levels*                 Mary

  10:30 – 1:00 pm          Capitol Canines—Performance Sport

                                      Training - Selected Dates      Pat White

  5:30 pm                       Rally—All Levels*                 Mary 

NEW
  7:00 pm                 Mighty Mights—Good Manners 1

                                for Small Dogs                 Vange

  MIGHTY MIGHTS ORIENTATION: JAN 14 at 7 PM**

  8:00 pm                 Good Manners 2               Vange

Friday
  6:00 pm                 Good Manners 1               Kim
GOOD MANNERS 1 ORIENTATION: JAN 15 at 6 PM

  7:00 pm                   Mighty Mights Overflow–Good Manners 1
                                  for Small Dogs                    Vange
MIGHTY MIGHTS OVERFLOW ORIENTATION: JAN 15 at 7 PM**

* CONTINUED CLASS
SCHEDULE AS SHOWN IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE

SESSION 1
JAN 11 – FEB 19, 2016

Week off: February 22 **NOTE
DO NOT
bring 

dogs to 
orientation.

SIGN UP
TODAY!
253-8666

If there are other classes you are 
interested in, sign up on an interest list. 

Visit or call the NVDTC office to 
have your name added.

2016 
WORKSHOPS & CLASSES

Flyers for new & returning classes
and workshops (as listed below)

are posted at 
napadogtraining.org/flyers/. 

Flyers can be downloaded to promote our
club training opportunities. Formats are
available for sharing electronically,
through social media, and by printing. 

Let the community know what our club
offers—send & hand out our flyers!

1) Advanced Obedience: 1/13/16
(Returning 6 week class)

2) Mighty Mights: 1/14/16 - NEW (6 week class) 

3) Introduction to Freestyle: 1/16/16 (2 hour workshop)

4) Dancing For Smiles: 1/16/16 (2 hour workshop)

CANCELLED
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In Remembrance: 
Rocket, Paris and Rip
The Bunch family suffered the death of their
beloved puppy Rocket, the Kooikerhondje, to a
car accident. His owner, Toby (an 11-year-old
boy) had recently returned from New Jersey
and the Morris & Essex Dog Show, where
Rocket took 2nd place in the puppy class. Toby

was looking forward to starting
agility training with his puppy
and competing in Junior Han-
dling. His loss is a tragedy that is
felt by many.

Sue and Robert Osborn said
goodbye to Paris on December
5th after she lost the ability to
walk due to a very rapid declin-
ing spinal inflammatory disease.
Paris would have turned twelve-
years-old January 30. 

Gerry Glantz recently lost her
Papillon, Rip, a very close com-
panion of hers for many years.

Tricks & Games for 
the Holidays—Wrap Up

One of the many tricks introduced to the holiday group of tricks
and games dogs in the Tricks & Games for the Holidays class
taught by Vange Leonis in ses-
sion 7 was to do a bow.

And, each willing participant
even did the bow while donning
a hat! 

To add to the fun, videos were
created of dogs taking part in
other tricks, all to the sound of
holiday music. 

You can view the videos by 
visiting the video links page on
the NVDTC website: napadogtraining.org/videolinks.htm/.

Did you know 
you can view all of
NVDTC’s 2016 training 
sessions on a full year
calendar?
Download a printable
PDF from our classes
page: nvdtc.org/classes
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Your name: ______________________________________________________________

Name of Nominee: _______________________________________________________

Contributions:
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Contributions include but are not limited to: Office(s) held; Board/Chair position(s)
held;  committee(s) worked on; projects for the club; help at the

clubhouse/classes/events, etc.

Thanks to the work of devoted members our club has 
remained strong since 1970. In 2001, the NVDTC Service
Award was created to recognize those who have made
significant contributions. This award will be presented at 
the Annual Awards Dinner in February, 2015. 

Return completed form by 
January 15, 2016 to Deassa Binstock,

536 silverado trail Napa Ca 94559 
or leave in Deassa’s box at the club.

Nominations:
Any member is welcome to make a nomination, and a member
may nominate multiple people each year. Nominations must be
given in writing and must include the contributions of the nominee.

Criteria for the NVDTC’s Service Award:
1) Nominee must be a current club member and in good standing.
2) Nominee must follow and uphold NVDTC’s bylaws and rules.
3) Nominee has contributed to the overall well-being and growth of

the club.
4) Nominee represents the club in a professional and positive way.

Napa Valley Dog Training 2015 Club Service Award:

Voting:
The Selection Committee is made up of past Service Award Recipients:

Deassa Binstock, Jim Spiva, Karen Jackson, Lori Jackson, Laura Ecklin, and
Marlene Soldavini.. Please note: As committee members—none of these individ-
uals are eligible to receive the award.

A PDF of just this form can be downloaded
from napadogtraining.org/awards.htm 

In this edition, a GOOD place to take your dog is being high-
lighted. In early December, the San Francisco Chronicle Bay
Area section featured an article on an ongoing event for
walking off leash small dogs ONLY on the beach.  

This event is at Ocean Beach every Saturday at 10am. This
is an event that has been happening for years with everyone
involved having a great time. Visit www.sfsmalldogs.org for
more details.

Where do you take your dog? What places do you like?
What places are not so good?

Send your response to the newsletter editor by the 20th of
each even numbered month (February, April, June, August,
October, December). Your responses will be added to the fea-
ture in upcoming newsletters about places to take your dog.

Places To Take Your Dog
The Good and The Not So Good

Online
Reading Topics:
Go to www.nvdtc.org/readinglist
or click on a headline below to read more
about the following topics:

Pet Lovers Banking Doggie Sperm
Even when a dog dies, canine owners have an
eleventh-hour option to collect semen, com-
forting for dog owners should their pet die un-
expectedly.

Why Does My Dog…Lean on Me? 
Some authorities would have you believe your
dog is trying to dominate you with her weight.
Others might say you’re being manipulated by
a poorly socialized, misbehaving suck-up who
knows how to push your buttons. But the truth
is something else.
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If you missed NVDTC’s November
general meeting, you missed a lot
of fun! We all celebrated Bobbie
Honsvick’s 85th birthday. There
was cake of course and pizza too!
Her kids and grandkids did a
great job ushering in this very
special year for Bobbie!

Pet First Aid
& CPR Workshop
Thanks to Vange Leonis, NVDTC held a first ever
hands on four-hour workshop on November 7th 
to go over prior planning preparation necessary 
to respond effectively to pet emergencies. Areas
covered were: How to resolve a choking emer-
gency, when and how to administer CPR, how to
control bleeding, how to treat burns, how to care
for suspected strains, sprains and fractures, and
what to do in an event of poisoning or a snake
bite. This class was well attended and given high
reviews by all who attended. The presenter was
Peter Pay. More information about his pet first aid
and CPR classes are available on his website at
www.norcalpetcpr.com/.
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Over the next two to three weeks we will be reaching out to
our members to respond to our calls for help. We will be put-

ting notices on our Facebook
page, our website and sending out

emails for WORKDAYS and SPECIAL
PROJECTS that we need help with.
Please watch for these notices and con-
tact the person specified to sign up to help
for 2 to 4 hours. We are depending on your
support and we THANK YOU IN AD-
VANCE for being dedicated Napa Val- ley
Dog Training Club Members! Thank you!

is Committee chair and is getting paperwork filled out.
D. Member Building use – Pat Martin – No report but info is

on the website.
E. Organizational Building use – Sue Osborn – Nothing

new. See the calendar on the website.
XII. New Business:

A. Awards dinner – The date of Feb 27, 2016 was chosen
for Filippis restaurant.  A check for $150 was requested
for a deposit.

B. Doggie cookies are at the club on sale for $4.00 to ben-
efit PSI

C. Pat Martin is selling tote bags at $5.00 with proceeds to
benefit the club.

D. Vange Leonis is selling gently used items to benefit the
club.  If any members have any used items they want to
donate they can bring them to any meeting.

E. The dog show calendars are for sale @ $8.00 each.  
F. Brags

Adjourn:  7:00 pm
Respectfully, Linda Luchsinger

I. Call to Order: 6:35 
Board members present:  Gerry Glantz, Linda Wargo,
Sandy Bonifield, Linda Luchsinger, Carol Coawette, Mari-
lane Bergfelt, Debbie Payton &  Sue Osborn.

II. Minutes:  MSC to approve as published
III. Treasurer’s report – Sandy Bonifield

A. CD  $11,846.88
B. Savings  $10,362.36
C. Checking  $6,836.61

A few more deposits will be made before the year end.
Sandy requested to pay the storage for 3 months, M S,
but not carried.  A new motion was made to pay only 1
month and let the new board take care of this in 2016.
MSC 

IV. Vice President – Linda Wargo
A. NVDTC welcomed one new member Dee Marlowe.

MSC to accept her membership.
V. Office - Sue Osborn.  Sue thanked the office staff for

helping keep the office running smoothly for 2015.
She handed out packets to the new board members
with job duties.

VI. Building – Debbie Payton – The down spouts have
been fixed and Ross is looking into fixing the inside
lights that may have ballast problems.

VII. Training – Marilane Bergfelt – Nothing new.  Flyers
have been distributed on new classes and the 2016
schedule.

VIII. Newsletter – Sue Osborn.  12/20 is the deadline for
the next newsletter.  Sue will continue to publish the
newsletter and take care of our website.

IX. Hospitality – tonight is the annual Christmas pot luck.
January refreshments will be provided by the 2016
board.

X. Publicity – Carol Coawette – Nothing new
XI. Old Business

A. 2016 VST Tracking test – Linda Wargo – The tracking
committee will  have a meeting after Jan 2016, but
everything is in place for the March test.   

B. 2016 Obedience/Rally trial – June 18, 2016.  Linda
Luchsinger gave Gerry the binder for the 2015 trial with
AKC login info and passwords for Gerry to set up for
2016.  The committee will meet in 2016.

C. 2016 Agility trial – August 20, 21, 2016.  Lori Jackson

www.nvdtc.org/meeting

December 14, 2015 General Meeting

MINUTES (unapproved)

Past and present minutes are 
available online at:
napadogtraining.org/meeting/

Dog Rules for Humans
1. Don’t come home smelling of other dogs.
2. You must feed me every goodie you eat.
3. Don’t call me or lead me to a bath.
4. Let me outside even though I just came in,

there was an area I forgot to sniff.
5. I can sleep anywhere I choose even if it

means you trip over me.
6. Don’t shhhh me from barking while you are

on the phone. I heard the wind blowing the
leaves.

7. Don’t move me while sleeping sideways in
the middle of the bed, you have enough
room on the edge.

8. Don’t think you can leave a room without
me.

9. If it lands on the floor it’s MINE!
10. You will never pee alone again.
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Next Meeting:
January 11, 2016 • 6:30 PM

Leave YOUR dog at home.

Scheduling of Board Meetings:
Board meetings are open to all members and are

scheduled on the FOURTH Monday of the month at
6:30 p.m except for the month of December.

Call 253-8666 to verify both date 
and location of meeting. Minutes from board meet-

ings are posted at the club.

Submission deadline for the 
MAR/APR 2016 newsletter 

is February 20, 2016.
Send to: news@napadogtraining.org

Do you have a special or cute dog picture you’d 
like to share? If you send a photo of YOUR dog 

(& name) to the newsletter editor, he or she could 
appear in a future newsletter edition!

Email to: news@napadogtraining.org
In this edition (at left) are

Stefanie Meinhardt’s newest Vizsla “Vintage
2015” litter from Senya & Zoli and 
Vange Leonis’ Sadie (on page 2).

REMEMBER
TO RENEW

YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP

FOR 2016!

2016
MEMBERSHIP

APPLICATIONS
AVAILABLE AT

CLUBHOUSE OR
ONLINE.

Visit NVDTC on the web for 
the latest news & photos:
www.napadogtraining.org


