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Our next general meeting is a
“Bring Your Dog
to the Meeting Night.”
Monday, July 8th • 6:30 PM
Featuring one-on-one intro to scent work!
This is a great opportunity for you and your dog to
learn what scent work (nose work) is all about!

Scent work is a positive, challenging activity that allows
dogs the opportunity to use their strongest natural
sense in a way that’s fun, engaging and builds a strong
foundation of trust between the handler and dog.

Instructor Donna Golemon will be on hand to introduce
you and your dog to this new and exciting dog sport.

There are no requirements for this except to bring your
dog along with a bunch of his/her favorite tasty treats
All dogs will work one-on-one with the instructor. 

PLEASE NOTE: All dogs must be people and dog
friendly and kept on lead at all times.

If you are interested in taking a NVDTC class in begin-
ning scent work, you can sign up on an interest list by
calling our office at (707) 253-8666.

See you Monday, July 8th!

Photos are from a beginning scent work class wherein
PVC cones are used to teach dogs to focus on odor. 
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Are Tennis Balls
Safe for Dogs?
Choking Hazard
Tennis balls are undeniably
one of the most beloved dog
toys out there, however they
can pose health risks for dogs.

Dogs with powerful jaws easily
break tennis balls in their
mouths. This can lead to seri-
ous choking hazards. Some-
times, one-half of the tennis
ball can get lodged in the back
of their throats, blocking the
airway. If this seems far-
fetched, you may have heard
that Oprah Winfrey’s Golden
Retriever, Gracie, choked to
death on a plastic ball.

The ball itself is not the only
choking risk. Some dogs

continued on page 3

http://www.napadogtraining.org/
http://nvdtc.org/newsletter.htm
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AOCNC Summer 
Workshop July 28, 2019

Every year, the Associated Obedience Clubs of Northern California
(AOCNC) puts on a Summer Obedience and Rally Summer Work-
shop! This year the workshop will be on Sunday, July 28th at Cal-
State East Bay.

This is a great opportunity for you to proof your dog! With NVDTC
being a member of AOCNC, this summer workshop is open to all
of NVDTC's trainers, trainees and club members!

Bring a dish to share as there will be a potluck lunch to enjoy! Visit
aocnc.org & click on the big blue button at left for potluck flyer.

Details about and entries for the workshop can be downloaded
from the AOCNC website (aocnc.org). Deadline for entries is 6:00
PM, July 18, 2019.

NOTE: Day-of-match entries will be accepted until 10 a.m.

NVDTC NEEDS VOLUNTEERS 
for AOCNC’s SUMMER WORKSHOP
(Thank you to those of you who have already volunteered!) 

By volunteering on behalf of our club to help out in NVDTC's ring
at the AOCNC Summer Workshop, you are giving yourself a great
opportunity to learn more about rally and obedience! No experi-
ence required as all volunteers will be shown what to do. If you are
available to help out, email Sue at sueann@napadogtraining.org/.

Sue Osborn, AOCNC Representative

mailto:sueann@napadogtraining.org/
http://aocnc.org/
http://aocnc.org/
https://napahumane.org/events/walk-for-animals/
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enjoy shredding the yellow-green fuzz that surrounds
the tennis ball. Eating this fuzz can lead to choking haz-

ards and intestinal blockages that could require surgery.

Dental Wear and Tear
Choking hazards aside, tennis balls pose another risk: dental wear
and tear.

That green fuzz might seem soft, but tennis balls are designed 
to withstand tennis courts and
rackets. Dr. Thomas Chamberlain,
a board-certified veterinary dental
specialist, warns that the fuzz 
is actually quite abrasive, and ac-
cumulated dirt and sand increases
the abrasive quality of the ball. As
your dog chomps on a tennis ball,
the fuzz acts like sandpaper, gradu-
ally wearing down her teeth in a
process called “blunting.” This can
eventually lead to dental problems
such as exposed tooth pulp and dif-
ficulty chewing.

How to Play With Tennis Balls Safely
These risks are serious, but you don’t have to throw out all of your
dog’s tennis balls. Instead, make sure that your dog only has ac-
cess to his tennis balls during supervised play sessions. This is es-
pecially important for dogs that like to chew on tennis balls, as
they are at the most at risk for choking and dental wear.

There are a few other things you can do to ensure your dog plays
with tennis balls as safely as possible. Work with your dog to make
sure that tennis balls never become part of a game of “keep
away.” You need to know that you can get the tennis ball away
from your dog quickly if it becomes dangerous. The “drop it”
command is also a useful command to have in your arsenal in
case your dog puts something else in his mouth, for example a
bone or piece of dangerous trash.

Dr. Marty Becker, a veterinarian writing for VetStreet.com, advises
keeping more than one tennis ball on hand for a continuous game
of fetch, which can help keep your dog in shape, but cautions
against allowing dogs access to more than one tennis ball at a
time. Dogs that pick up multiple tennis balls could get the ball at
the back of their throats lodged dangerously.

If your dog can’t handle tennis balls without chomping obses-
sively, you may want to consider an alternative toy. A rubber ball,
especially one designed for powerful chewers, makes an excellent
tennis ball substitute, without some of the risks.

All in all, tennis balls can be a fun part of your daily routine, as
long as you are aware of the potential risks and take the neces-
sary steps to prevent accidents.

Adapted from an AKC online article

Tennis Balls continued from  page 1

John F. Kennedy Park
August 18, 2019

10:00 AM

BARK FOR LIFE

No matter who you are, there's a place for
you at Bark For Life. Each dollar you raise
will help save lives.

Your reasons for walking in the Bark For Life
are as unique and special as the story that
motivates you. This is your opportunity to not
only honor cancer survivors and remember
people we have lost, but also to raise funds
and awareness to help save lives. Because of
your support, we are creating a world where
cancer can’t claim another year of anyone’s
life. You are helping create a world with less
cancer and more birthdays!

MORE INFO: www.cancer.org/

Event Contact:
Stephanie Corio

stephanie.corio@cancer.org

BARK FOR LIFE

http://www.cancer.org/
mailto:stephanie.corio@cancer.org
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/are-tennis-balls-safe-for-dogs/?fbclid=IwAR0B7vLY0uvbIygUilBs--o9mv0jjJ0xHAacJ_OX5J2sUW0NfJWOC7WjkxM
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Unless noted otherwise, all sessions 
run 6 weeks, one time per week at the 

day & time shown for 50 minutes.

If there are other classes you are interested in, 
sign up on an interest list. Visit or call the NVDTC

office to have your name added.

N     
       

  

You can receive discounts 
for taking multiple classes 

in the same session. 
Details: 

nvdtc.org/pdfs/
NVDTC_FeesDiscountsVouchersAllowances.pdf

July 29 thru Aug 31, 2019
FIVE WEEK SESSION (All classes are 5 weeks unless noted otherwise.)

CLASSES LESS THAN SIX WEEKS ARE PRO-RATED.
(One week break before Session 6: September 2-7)

CLASS FEES
for Puppy, Novice, GM, Ado, Agility, Rally, 

and Special Classes: 
$125

Seniors & Juniors: $10 Discount
Rescue: 1x $10 Discount

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
CLASS FEES

for Specialty Classes (i.e., Freestyle 
and Musical Rally Challenge):  

$135
No Discounts

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Classes less than 6 weeks are 
prorated for cost and vouchers. 
Please call the club for details.

2019
Training Session  5

6/17/19-sao

Members can earn vouchers to 
offset the cost of classes. 

Details:
www.napadogtraining.org/vouchers.htm

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Puppy: 12 weeks to 5 months
Adolescent: 6 months to 1 year

Good Manners: 1 year+

View Schedule of all 2019 Sessions at: 
http://nvdtc.org/pdfs/NVDTCTrainingSchedule2019.pdf

 
Monday  
6:00pm Conformation  

(4-week class:  7-29, 8-5, 8-19 & 8-26) 
 

Sandy  NEW   
Tuesday 
10:00 am Adolescent Dog      Sandy 
11:00 am Puppy        Sandy 
12:00 pm Adolescent Dog or Puppy  (overflow)    Sandy 
  
2:00 pm Dogs Can Dance – Private Coaching     Judy 
4:30 pm Musical Rally Challenge     Judy      

5:30 pm Team Fitness        Judy    NEW   
6:30 pm Intermediate Freestyle     Judy  
       
Wednesday 
9:30 am  Good Manners 1     Marlene  
10:30 am Good Manners 2 

     
Marlene   

11:30 am Beginning Tricks 
(3-week class: 7-31,8-7 & 8-14) 

Marlene/   RETURNING 
   

5:00 pm Adolescent Dog or Puppy  (overflow)   Marilane 
6:00 pm Puppy       Marilane/Lea  
7:00 pm Adolescent Dog     Lea / Marilane 
 
 Thursday 
 
10:00 – 1:00 pm  Capitol Canines – Performance Sport Training w/ Pat White  

(1st and 3rd weeks of each month)  

6:00 pm Into to Rally      Linda  

 

R

CANCELLED

CANCELLED

ETURNING 
7:00 pm Good Manners 1       Linda 
  
Saturday  (3-week class: 8-17, 8-24 & 8-31) 
10:00 am Puppy Playtime Vange 
11:00 am Small Dog Social Vange 
 

Marilane  

REGISTER ONLINE:
nvdtc.org/registration.htm

Questions?
Call us at 707-253-8666

Receive a $10 discount for a regular six-week
class if you are a senior (60 and over), a junior
(10 to 17) or if your dog is a rescue. Discounts

are prorated for shortened sessions. 
No discounts for specialty classes.

One discount per class.
A rescue discount can only be used once. 

Schedule
subject 

to change

http://www.napadogtraining.org/vouchers.htm
http://nvdtc.org/pdfs/NVDTCTrainingSchedule2019.pdf
http://nvdtc.org/registration.htm
http://nvdtc.org/pdfs/NVDTC_FeesDiscountsVouchersAllowances.pdf
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Over the next two to three weeks we will be reaching out to
our members to respond to our calls for help. We will be put-

ting notices on our Facebook
page, our website and sending out

emails for WORKDAYS and SPECIAL
PROJECTS that we need help with.
Please watch for these notices and con-
tact the person specified to sign up to help
for 2 to 4 hours. We are depending on your
support and we THANK YOU IN AD-
VANCE for being dedicated Napa Val- ley
Dog Training Club Members! Thank you!

www.nvdtc.org/meeting

June 11, 2018 General Meeting 

MINUTES (unapproved)

Past and present minutes are 
available online at:
napadogtraining.org/meeting/

continued on page 7

fixing overhead lights on the training floor. Maria
will talk to Ross about fumes from neighbors.

H. NEWSLETTER/WEBSITE—Sue Osborn
The meeting announcement for the June 10th
meeting was sent out on May 30th. Next newslet-
ter will be the July-August issue with a deadline of
June 20th for submittals. 

I. AOCNC (Associated Obedience Clubs of North-
ern California)—Sue Osborn, Mary Ash, Joy
Wood
1. Summer Workshop

This year’s summer workshop will be held July
28th at CalState East Bay. A sign-up sheet for
volunteers was passed around.

2. Annual Seminar
Suzanne Edholm, an AKC and NCSW judge
and instructor. will be the presenter. Seminar to
be held at Mt. Diablo Dog Training Club.
Midrange scent work will be the subject of
seminar. One working dog and two auditors
from NVDTC can attend. Seminar itself is free.
Only cost is for lunch (usually $12), which is
provided by AOCNC.

J. Hospitality
Pauline Seago and Sara DeCreval volunteered to
bring snacks for the July 8th meeting.

K. Sunshine—Sandy Bonifield
Let Sandy know if you hear of anyone who has a
loss. Sandy will send Linda Luchsinger a card for
the loss of her longtime friend.

V.    NEW BUSINESS
A. Building Cleanup - Sunday, July 14th

Sue will send out an email blast asking for volun-
teers to help.

I.     CALL TO ORDER 
A. After everyone enjoyed pizza and salad for our

annual Pizza Party, Vice President, Sandy Boni-
field, called the meeting to order at 6:55 PM. 

B. Board members present: Sandy Bonifield, Maria
Giaccio, , Stefanie Meinhardt, and Sue Osborn.

II. MINUTES—Sue Osborn
MSC to approve the May 13, 2019 general minutes as
published. 

III.  TREASURER’S REPORT—Stefanie Meinhardt
A. Checking: $40,743.81 as of May 31st.
B. Savings: $22,303.28 as of May 31st.
C. Paypal: $6,117.54 as of May 31st.
D. Year to Date: $2,100.00.

IV.   BOARD, COMMITTEE & CHAIR REPORTS
A. PRESIDENT—Linda Luchsinger - Absent

No report.
B. VICE-PRESIDENT—Sandy Bonifield

1. Tonight’s meeting was NVDTC’s pizza party.
2. July 8th general meeting will be a “Bring Your

Dog to Meeting Night.” At this meeting, Donna
Golemon will introduce handlers and their
dogs to scent work. 

C. MEMBERSHIP—Carol Coawette - Absent
No report.

D. OFFICE—Sandy Bonifield
Office is running good, there are no problems,
messages are being returned. More help is always
appreciated. Let Sandy know if you can help out.

E. TRAINING
A training committee meeting was held May 29.
Sessions six and seven were set.

F. PUBLICITY
Napa Humane has requested more rack cards.

G. BUILDING—Maria Giaccio
Maria still has not heard anything from Ross about

http://www.nvdtc.org/meeting
http://nvdtc.org/meeting/
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BRAGS

Mary Ash’s Kitt received the following from ASCA: Beginning Novice-
Third Title, Rally-First Title Novice, Rally-Second Title, Novice X, and
from SDS: Scent work-Excellent Title.

And also Mary Ash’s Pi received the following: Beginning Novice First
Place with 199 and Beginning Novice First Place with 197.5.

Joy Wood - On June 1st, at her first SDS Nose Work Trial, Joy’s Sierra
qualified for: Novice Area Search and Novice Speed Game.

Linda Wargo’s Ziji received the following from USDAA: Performance
Master Agility Dog, Performance Master Standard, Performance Master
Relay, and Performance Master Snooker.

And Linda Wargo’s Bill received a Trick Dog Novice Title.

Stefanie’s Csavo received his NA (Novice Agility) title on April 27th at
Mensona Kennel Club in Santa Rosa, and his NAJ (Novice Agility
Jumpers) on May 25th at TRACS agility trial in Dixon.

Carol Coawette’s Jacques qualified for his second leg in Exterior-In-
terior-Containers & Buried at the AKC Scent Work Trial in Forestville.
Jacques also took First Place in Novice Exterior and Third Place in
Novice Containers. 

And Carol Coawette’s Pierre passed his Canine Good Citizen (CGC)
test in session 3 at Napa Valley Dog Training Club. 

6 of 8

Pierre

Jacques

Csavo
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MINUTES Continued from page 5

B. Proposed Scent Work Trial
NVDTC is interested in having a scent work trial in 2020.
JMD Dog Sports will move forward with proposed dates,
details and a contract.

C. Use of Building
1. Board approved use of building by Paws For Healing as

follows: February 1, 2020, May 2, 2020, and October 3,
2020.

2. Board approved potential use of building on November
17, 2019 for a seminar from Canine Academics and
Suzie Yokomizo.  

D. Walk for Animals - August 4th
NVDTC will have a booth. Activities to be decided on.
Linda Luchsinger, Carol Coawette, Maria Giaccio, and Ste-
fanie have volunteered to help at this event.

E. Display of Awards and Plaques
Sue Osborn presented a drawing and mock-up for a way to
display the club’s awards and plaques on wall outside the
office. Shelf display will include a bulletin board on one
side to use for upcoming class schedules and flyers. MSC
to proceed with Sue’s proposal for the awards and plaque
shelf display. Sue will provide material costs and find
someone to build the shelf display.

VII. BRAGS
A. Mary Ash’s Kitt received the following from ASCA: Begin-

ning Novice-Third Title, Rally-First Title Novice, Rally-Sec-
ond Title, Novice X, and from SDS: Scent work-Excellent
Title.

B. Mary Ash’s Pi received the following: Beginning Novice
First Place with 199 and Beginning Novice First Place with
197.5.

C. Joy Wood - On June 1st ,at her first SDS Nose Work Trial,
Joy’s Sierra qualified for: Novice Area Search and Novice
Speed Game.

D. Linda Wargo’s Ziji received the following from USDAA:
Performance Master Agility Dog, Performance Master Stan-
dard, Performance Master Relay, and Performance Master
Snooker.

E. Linda Wargo’s Bill received a Trick Dog Novice Title.
F. Stefanie’s Csavo received his NA (Novice Agility) title on

4/27 at Mensona KC in Santa Rosa, and his NAJ (Novice
Agility Jumpers) on 5/25 at TRACS agility trial in Dixon.

IX. MEETING ADJOURNED at 7:32 PM.

Respectively submitted by
Sue Osborn, Secretary

SAVE THE DATE!
LAPS

Therapy Team Training Class
Sept 13 - October 12, 2019 

Loving Animals Providing Smiles (LAPS) is
a highly-respected animal assisted therapy
organization with dog, cat and miniature
horse teams working in Napa, Solano and
Sonoma Counties.

Each team completes comprehensive training
to develop advanced skills allowing them to
work safely and effectively with clients of all
ages and in a variety of settings. LAPS teams
provide quality animal-assisted interventions
to challenging, fragile and often underserved
client populations. 

For more information about LAPS, please
visit our website: www.lovinganimalsprovid-
ingsmiles.org

You can also call our office at 707-265-6642
or email us at info@lovinganimalsproviding
smiles.org if you have any questions.

http://www.lovinganimalsprovid-ingsmiles.org
http://www.lovinganimalsprovid-ingsmiles.org
http://www.lovinganimalsprovid-ingsmiles.org
info@lovinganimalsprovidingsmiles.org
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Scheduling of Board Meetings:
Board meetings are open to all members and are

scheduled on the FIRST Monday of the month at

6:30 p.m except for the month of December.

Call 253-8666 to verify both date 

and location of meeting. Minutes from board 

meetings are available at the club.

Submission deadline for the 
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2019 newsletter 

is August  20, 2019.
Send to: sueann@napadogtraining.org

Visit NVDTC on the web for 
the latest news & photos:
www.napadogtraining.org

Misplaced,
Lost, or 
Missed eMails
from NVDTC? 
Misplaced your email from NVDTC via
MailChimp with link to newsletters? 
Missed that announcement about rattlesnake
aversion or an upcoming presentation or
workshop? 

You can access past emails sent out from
NVDTC via MailChimp by CLICKING HERE or
by scanning the QR code below.

Next Meeting:
July 8, 2019
6:30 PM

A “Bring Your Dog to the Meeting Night.”
Featuring one-on-one intro to scent work!

mailto:sueann@napadogtraining.org
http://www.napadogtraining.org
https://us11.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=bddbbb69fdd088a33f37e35a9&id=8aa7e99b14



