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Ninety dog and handler teams came to Napa May 31st 
and June 1st to compete in dog scent work trials hosted 
by the Napa Valley Dog Training Club and sanctioned by 
the National Association of Canine Scent Work. 

The sport of scent work began about 20 years ago to bring 
the concept of detection-dog style training to dog lovers 
and their companion dogs. An enthusiastic community 
was soon created and the desire to have fun competitions 
in this activity grew. The NACSW was founded to ensure 
the highest standard of excellence and structure for these 
competitors in this sport. 

Volunteers from the Napa Valley Dog Training Club 
hosted and managed the recent trials, held at Napa Valley 
College. 

On Saturday, nine teams were awarded their NW2 titles. 

On Sunday, 30 teams achieved their NW1 titles, including 
many NVDTC scent work students. 

The Napa Valley Dog Training Club thanks all the volun-
teers who helped with the event, our NACSW officials and 
judges, and several local businesses who supported the 
trials: 

• Napa Valley College 
• Samantha Maddox, and the college police department 

for the generous use of great facilities 
• Frye's Printing and Kelly Johnson Chandon and 

Rachel Adler 
• Napa Valley Chocolate Company and Dodi Vincent 

For more in-depth information about the trials, read the 
online June 9, 2025 minutes which includes Anne’s report 
at the end of the minutes <nvdtc.org/minutes>.

Linda Luchsinger, President 
Adrienne Amdahl, Vice President 
Vange Leonis, Interim Treasurer 

Adrienne Amdahl, Interim Secretary 
Linda Wargo, Past President 

At Large Board Members: 
Sandy Bonifield 

Debbie Hilton 
Vange Leonis 

TRAINING CHAIR: Linda Luchsinger 
OFFICE: Sandy Bonifield 
BUILDING: Debbie Hilton 
PUBLICITY: Vange Leonis 

 MEMBERSHIP: Adrienne Amdahl 
COUPONS/VOUCHERS:  

Adrienne Amdahl 
NEWSLETTER/WEBSITE: Sue Osborn 

BUILDING USE: 
Groups: Sue Osborn 

Members: Debbie Hilton 
SUNSHINE: Debbie Hilton 

Past newsletters: 
nvdtc.org/club_newsletter

HEADS UP! 
Plans for a Summer BBQ had to be 
changed from the July to the August 
General Meeting!  

The club will provide hamburger, hot dogs, buns and 
condiments. We’ll be asking for volunteers to bring 
some side dishes. Please be on the lookout for a brief 
survey coming later in July to help us plan for the 
event. Thanks!

NVDTC's National Association of 
Canine Scent Work (NACSW) Event a Success!

http://www.napadogtraining.org
http://nvdtc.org/minutes/
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Our club is a 
“Donation Location” 
for Napa Humane.  

Over the years we have collected over a  
hundred items to support their clinics and 
community outreach. These donated items 
are shared with families at Napa Humane’s 
shot and wellness clinics, often providing 
much needed items that would otherwise be 
out-of-reach. 

Napa Humane accepts a variety of dog and 
cat pet items including bowls, collars, leashes, 
wet/dry food, kitty litter and toys. The clinic 
appreciates bleach, distilled water and 13 gal-
lon trash bags. 

If you have something to donate, please bring 
it to the clubhouse during open hours & leave 
it in the bin set aside for Napa Humane lo-
cated next to the wall on the training floor. 

 If you would like more details, please 
reach out to Marilane: 

bergfelt@comcast.net 

707-812-3694.

Thank you to everyone (club members and guests) 

who attended the June 9th general meeting to hear 

about canine behavior modification from Suzie 

Yokomizo of Canine Academics. 

The title of Ssuzie’s presentation was “A 
Methodical Approach to Solving Behav-
ior Problems.” Handouts were provided 
to attendees as an outline for her presen-
tation i.e., focusing on behavior modifica-
tion based on the science of behavior 
using successfully tested methods along 
with providing guidance with basic struc-
ture and obedience training. 

Suzie’s talk included common causes of behavior problems, read-
ing canine body language, foundation skills, developing relation-
ships, building trust, learning theory, the four Ds, and emotional 
regulation.  

Attendees appreciated the printed materials she provided and in-
sights into the work she does with families and their pets. 

The printed materials can be viewed and/or downloaded from the 
NVDTC website by going to: 
nvdtc.org/pdfs/CanineAcademicsHandOut_June2025.pdf 

 

To connect with Suzie 

directly you can send email 

to jackdogrocks@yahoo.com 

or send a message via 

Facebook Messenger to 

Suzie Yokomizo.

Our community 
appreciates you 
helping others! 

Guest Speaker 
Suzie Yokomizo

mailto:bergfelt@comcast.net
mailto:jackdogrocks@yahoo.com
http://nvdtc.org/pdfs/CanineAcademicsHandOut_June2025.pdf
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BRAGS

Pierre

Louie

Tanner

Harper

Carol Coawette, Pierre, & Louie 
On April 26 & 27, 2025, at an AKC Scent Work Trial in Monterey, 
Pierre won: 
AKC Master Interior Elite leg 
AKC Advanced Interior Elite leg 
AKC Advanced Buried Elite leg & Placed 4th 
AKC Novice Exterior Elite leg 
AKC Novice Interior Elite leg & placed 2nd 
AKC Novice Container Elite leg & placed 2nd 

On April 26 & 27, 2025, at an AKC Scent Work Trial in Monterey, 
Louie won: 
AKC Excellent Interior leg 
AKC Excellent Buried leg 
AKC Advanced Exterior Elite leg 
AKC Advanced Container TITLE 
AKC Advanced TITLE 
AKC Novice Buried Elite leg & placed 3rd 
On May 4, in Watsonville, Louie won his NACSW NW1. It was his 
first try and he placed 10th out of 22 that day. 
He’s doing very well. 
 
Roxann Gracia 
Tanner has been busy! 

 On May 18th, he trialed in Loomis, CA in the North American 
Sport Dog Association, he did 6 searches in Urban Locating Lev-
els 1 and 2, plus 3 searches in Challenge Games for a total of 9 
searches. He qualified in all 9 and placed 3rd, 4th and 5th. 

On May 27th he passed his AKC CGC test. 

On June 1st he trialed in NVDTC's National Association of Canine 
Scent Work (NACSW) trial in 
Napa, CA. He placed 1st out of 
50 dogs in the Interior Search. 

He's been Busy! 

Vange Leonis 
Bixby: AKC Tricks Novice Title. 

Tricia Nolan 
Harper competed in her first 
NACSW trial hosted by NVDTC 
and earned her NW1 title,  
received an Overall Second 
Place, was 1st in Container 
search, and was recognized by 
the judges with a Pronounced  
ribbon. Most importantly, she had 
a fun time. So proud of this girl!!!

Email your brags to editor@nvdtc.org

Bixby

mailto:editor@nvdtc.org
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Wednesday Tuesday Thursday 
11:00 am 

Good Manners 2 
Mary 

12:00 Noon 
Advanced Obedience 

Mary 
7 pm 

Good Manners 2 
Carol

Puppy: 12 weeks to 5 1/2-6 months 
Adolescent: 6 months to 1 year 

Good Manners: 1 year+

 
6/18/25-sao

For all Dogs Can Dance (Freestyle) Tuesday classes,  
register with Judy: judy@dogscandance.com • (707) 449-1715

Napa Valley Dog Training Club 
68 Coombs St. Bldg. N • Napa, CA 
707-253-8666 • nvdtc.org 

July 28th through September 6th, 2025  NVDTC Classes run for 6 weeks for $150.00 unless noted otherwise.

2025  Training Session 5

Scan QR code 
for most  

current digital 
version of this 

schedule.

*5 
Weeks of Classes: 

$125 
$50 max 

in coupons

6 
Weeks of Classes: 

$150 
$60 max 

in coupons

**4 
Weeks of Classes: 

$100 
$40 max 

in coupons

***3 
Weeks of Classes: 

$75 
$30 max 

in coupons

Schedule 
subject 

to change.

Monday
10:00 am* 

Novice 
Intermediate Tricks 

5 WEEKS: 
7/28. 8/4, 8/11, 8/18, 9/1 

Vange 
11:00 am* 

Novice 
Intermediate Tricks 

5 WEEKS: 
7/28. 8/4, 8/11, 8/18, 9/1 

Vange 
6:00 pm** 

Good Manners 1 
4 WEEKS: 7/28. 8/4, 8/18, 8/25 

Linda L.  
7:00 pm** 

Good Manners 2 
4 WEEKS: 7/28. 8/4, 8/18, 8/25 

Linda L. 

9:00 am 
Good Manners 1 

Carol 
10:00 am 

Adolescent 
Carol 

11:00 am 
Puppy 
Carol 
5 pm 

Puppy 
Carol  
6 pm 

Adolescent 
Carol  
7 pm 

Good Manners 1 
Carol 

10:15 am 
Rally 
Dena 

11:30 am 
Rally 
Dena  

5:00 pm 
Rally 
Mary 

6:00 pm 
Rally 
Mary 

Saturday 
10:00 am*** 

3 WEEKS: 
8/2, 8/9 & 8/16 

Community Walks 
Vange 

11:30 am*** 
3 WEEKS: 

8/2, 8/9 & 8/16 
Community Walks 

(small dog 
under 30 pounds) 

Vange

MEMBERS RECEIVE 
ONE $10 DISCOUNT 

PER CLASS

Registration for 2025 Session 5 classes is accepted between  
June 23rd & July 14 th. Except for continuing classes, go to  

nvdtc.org/registering-for-classes  or scan code at right to sign up for classes. 

All paperwork & payment must be received before being registered for a class.

mailto:judy@dogscandance.com
http://www.nvdtc.org/registering-for-classes/


TATTLE TAILS 
NVDTC Newsletter 

July-August 2025

Beyond the Sport of 
Canine Musical Freestyle 
There are so many reasons to train in the sport 
of freestyle besides competition. 
Balanced body conditioning promotes a healthy struc-
ture. Our dogs count on our commitment to keeping 
them strong and agile. Freestyle is one of the few sports 
that emphasizes working the dog on both sides of the 
handler. When the dog only works in heel position, the 
right side of their neck and right elbow is overly com-
pressed while the left side of their neck and left elbow is 
often over extended. This repetitive use of the unbal-
anced body can easily be improved by working the dog 
equally on the right. For example, if I spend most of my 
training time in heel position, I might consider taking my 
dog for walks on the right side. 

Consider the extraordinary compassion of a therapy dog. 
Freestyle gives these therapy teams a means to shine by 
entertaining at their visits. Not only does the audience 
experience joy, so does the dog. A one minute freestyle 
routine is a great way to show off all of those obedience 
skills. 

Trick dogs learn how to cover space and continue throughout a 
movement phrase as opposed to being rewarded after just one 
move. Studying freestyle gives you that experience to create for 
your next trick performance title. 

What about the rally 
teams? When we 
step onto a rally 
course, our dog is 
asked to read our 
body and verbal 
cues. I feel, as a 
coach, the greatest 
achievement 
freestyle dogs mas-
ter is decoding of 
their handler’s body 
language. Freestyle 
has many different 
skills that relate to 
rally signs. 

 
Conformation teams demonstrate the beauty of moving 
with the image as one. In freestyle, we move the dog to

If you love rally and 
music, you will really 
enjoy this fun, light 
spirited class being 
taught at NVDTC!. It's 
time to have fun with 
your dog! 

The rally course in-
cludes simple freestyle signs along with rally novice and 
intermediate signs. Enjoy running rally with music! 

Session 5 on Tuesdays from 5:10 PM to 5:55 PM 
Dogs should have basic obedience skills, some rally ex-
perience is helpful. 

Class is limited to 4 teams. 

Contact Judy@DogsCanDance.com to reserve your 
space. 

Registration forms and flyer are available on the club 
board. Cost: $150, NVDTC members receive a $10 dis-
count, and $20 of vouchers/coupons are accepted. 

Judy Gamet, CPDT-KA Dogs Can Dance, LLC 
www.DogsCanDance.com 
Member: Pet Professional Guild 
International Association Canine Professionals 

Bringing Joy  
into Training 
by Judy Gamet 

demonstrate their best gait. Finding a song that matches 
that gait helps the team lock into that tempo, then the 
audience can’t take their eyes off the dog. 

When it comes to obedience, I do not expect any less 
precision in the sport of freestyle. We are always striving 
for clean handling and reinforce all of those years of 
practicing obedience skills. There is no more beautiful 
dance, in my mind, than a dog and handler heeling as 
one. 

Finally, and most important, freestyle develops a special 
bond through respect for our dogs. They are not robots, 
they are beings with preferences and talents. Dogs are 
the masters of rhythm and flow. Once we stop demand-
ing and begin working “with” our dog, then the joy in all 
training begins to increase. 

Join me for a 90 minute mini-workshop and see for your-
self! Workshop is on Saturday, August 23rd from 9:30 to 
11:00 AM at NVDTC. Working spots: $35, NVDTC mem-
bers: $25, all auditing spots: $20. Reserve your spot in 
the workshop by contacting me at the email address 
below. All experience levels are welcome. See page 6 for 
more information on this workshop! 

Judy Gamet, CPDT-KA Member IACP, PPG 
Judy@DogsCanDance.com 

Musical Rally Classes at NVDTC! 
Brought to you by Dogs Can Dance 
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mailto:Judy@DogsCanDance.com
http://www.DogsCanDance.com
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A huge shout out and thank you to Dena Parrish for design-
ing and making all these crate covers! 

This s a great addition for the dogs in the crates. 
—Donna Golemon 

Saturday, August 23, 2025 
9:30 to 11:00 AM 

Working spots: $35 (NVDTC 
members $25) 

Auditing spots: $20 

Learn basic freestyle moves while 
developing stronger teamwork. 

This is a low stress workshop. 

Bring lots of treats and smiles! 

Spend some quality time with your dog. 

No freestyle experience is necessary. 

Appropriate for dogs over 6 months old 
through seniors. 

Questions or to register: 

Judy@DogsCanDance.com   

Workshop is limited to 10 working teams. 

Unlimited auditing. 
Judy Gamet, CPDT-KA Dogs Can Dance, LLC 

www.DogsCanDance.com 
Member: Pet Professional Guild 

International Association Canine Professionals 

Discover the Joy of 
Canine Musical Freestyle 
WORKSHOP 
Brought to you by Dogs Can Dance 

FOR SALE 
• Scent work kit - $15 
• Large number of unassembled ORT type 

nose work boxes (5 boxes for $1.00) 
• Large Soft Crate (Doberman size) $25 
• Hydraulic grooming table 

(Doberman size) $75 

FREE 
• 22” spacing weave poles 
• 5 metal non-wing jumps 
• 2 metal wing jumps 
• Panels for jump 

Contact Kelly Randall for details: 
707-372-3637

An enormous thank you to Linda Luchsinger and David 
LeCount for a successful Canine Good Citizen (CGC) class 
and especially last-minute fill-in evaluator Judy Gamet. The 
class was large and the evaluations went extremely smooth 
and efficiently. I’d like to also thank my fellow students for 
their help getting through the class. 

—Jennifer Vaughn

Gratitude 
Corner
CRATE COVERS!

SESSION 3 CGC CLASS, A THANK YOU!

mailto:Judy@DogsCanDance.com
http://www.DogsCanDance.com
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June 9, 2025 General Meeting 

MINUTES (unapproved) 

Past and present minutes are  
available online at: 
napadogtraining.org/meeting/

Board Members in attendance: Officers – Linda Luchsinger – 
President, Adrienne Amdahl – Vice President,  
Members at Large – Sandy Bonifield, Vange Leonis, Debbie 
Hilton, Past President – Linda Wargo. A list of the 24 General 
Members in attendance is available in the club office. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:36 pm 

It was noted that Dena’s brag from the May meeting was not in-
cluded in the meeting minutes. A motion wasmade to approve 
the May 12, 2025 meeting minutes as corrected. The motion 
was seconded. All present voted Aye, motion passed. 

Treasurer’s Report – Vange Leonis 

Checking: $26,277.41 @ 5/31/25 
Savings:   $22,370.25 
CD:          $21,383.19 
April P&L: Net profit of $101.69 

Vice President – Adrienne Amdahl 

Six people completed the membership process and were 
unanimously voted into the club by the membership this 
evening. Our new members are: Pat O’Brien, Miranda Clark, 
Andrea Carlson, Brenna Meko, Jena Knoblock and Candy 
Dusky. These 6 brings our total membership number to 53. 

Office – Sandy Bonifield 

Session 4 started today and sign-ups for session 5 will open 
on June 23rd 

Training – Linda Luchsinger 

The Training Committee met and set session 5, 6 and 7. 
Scent work classes are cancelled for session 5 only due to 
the summer heat. New for session 5: on Monday we will be 
offering a trick dog class at 10 am and 11 am and a GM1 
class at 6pm. 

Publicity – Vange Leonis 

Our first guest speaker of the year will be presenting tonight. 
Suzie Yokomizo of Canine Academics will be speaking on 
canine behavior modification. 

Building – Debbie Hilton 

Debbie is continuing work on the purging and shredding of 
old Club records. 

Newsletter/Website – Sue Osborn 

The deadline for submissions for the next newsletter is June 
22nd. 

Hospitality – Debbie Hilton 

 Tonight’s tropical theme décor is thanks to Debbie Hilton 
and our refreshments were provided by Linda Luchsinger 
and Sandy Bonifield. Sara DeCrevel and Pauline Seago vol-
unteered to provide refreshments for July’s meeting. 

Old Business 

NACSW Trial – presented by Anne Stanley 

90 teams and handlers entered our scent work trial was 
held May 31st and June 1st at Napa Valley College. Be-
cause of the dedication of all involved the event was a 
huge success for the Club. The total revenue for the Club 
from the event was $8301.59. A full written report from 
Anne is attached to these minutes as Appendix 1. 

New Business 

Dena has made covers for the front of the kennels to help re-
active dogs. She is being challenged by how to secure the 
Velcro. Dena has placed a clipboard looking for opinions on 
if this project would be useful for you and your dog(s). 

Brags 

Roxann Gracia – Tanner trialed in North American Dog 
Sports on May 18, 2025 in Loomis. He did 6 searches in 
Urban Locating and 3 searches in Challenge Games for a 
total of 9 searches and 9 qualifying. He received 1 third 
place, 1 fourth place and 1 fifth place. On May 27th he 
passed is Canine Good Citizen Test (AKC). On June 1st at 
our NACSW trial in Napa he placed 1st out of 50 dogs in In-
terior AKC Scent Work. 

Linda Wargo - Sonny finished his AKC Advanced Interior 
title and Ziji finished her AKC Excellent Interior and Contain-
ers title. 

Dena Parrish – In the last 10 days Zoe has been to 3 trials 
and got triple Qs in all three. 

The next General Membership meeting will be held July 14, 
2025 at the Club. Meeting adjourned at 7:05 pm 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Adrienne Amdahl
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To view referenced attachment (aka Appendix 1) see posted minutes online. 
nvdtc.org/minutes/
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Submission deadline for the 
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2025 newsletter 

is AUGUST 22, 2025. 
Send submissions to: editor@nvdtc.org

Do you have a special or cute dog picture you’d like to 
share? If you send a photo of YOUR dog (& name) to the 

newsletter editor, he or she could appear in a future newslet-
ter! Email to: editor@nvdtc.org/

Misplaced, 
Lost, or  
Missed eMails 
from NVDTC? 
Misplaced your email from NVDTC via 

MailChimp with link to newsletters? 

Missed that announcement about an upcoming 

presentation or workshop?  

You can access recent emails sent out from 
NVDTC via MailChimp by CLICKING HERE or by 
scanning the QR code below. 

Visit NVDTC on the web for  
current info & photos at  
www.nvdtc.org and on  

Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/NVDTC/.

Scheduling of Board Meetings: 
Board meetings are open to all members  

and are scheduled on the FOURTH Tuesday  
of the month. 

 Call 253-8666 to verify both date  
and location of meeting. Minutes from board  
meetings are available online & at the club. 

Next Meeting: 
July 14, 2025 

6:30 PM at Clubhouse 
Leave dogs at home

GENERAL INFO:info@nvdtc.org | 707-253-8666 (Club Office)

Roxann’s Tanner, dreaming about how he won 
all those ribbons at scent work trials.

mailto:editor@nvdtc.org
mailto:editor@nvdtc.org/
http://www.nvdtc.org
http://www.facebook.com/NVDTC/
mailto:info@nvdtc.org
https://us11.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=bddbbb69fdd088a33f37e35a9&id=8aa7e99b14



