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2016 Club Service 
Award goes to Donna Golemon! 
Donna brought a breath of fresh air to the club this year.  In addi-
tion to working virtually every event, she also initiated new
classes and encouraged other instructors to come up with new
class ideas. She was the driving force behind the club’s first nose-
work trial (SDS) which was a tremendous success and netted the
club over $4,000! 

Donna is always ready to help out and worked at events held by
the club during 2016 such as AOCNC workshops, the tracking
test, and the trials for rally, obedience and agility. And, she was
our training chair in 2016. Donna is indeed one very special lady!

Canine Nutrition 
Presentation March 13th! 
As part of our general meeting on March 13,
2017, Dr. Mara Bleviss will be giving a presenta-
tion on nutrition in dog foods and what our dogs
need to stay healthy.

Dr. Mara Bleviss was born and raised in Los An-
geles, she attended UC Davis where she earned
a Bachelor of Science in Zoology and her DVM
four years later. She started her career at Silver-
ado Veterinary Hospital in 1986.

Dr. Bleviss evokes a
down-home, sincere,
and congenial personal-
ity; someone who really
knows her way around
animals. She married
her husband, Mike, in
1992 and has three chil-
dren, Nathan (born
1994), and twins Hannah and Jacob (born
1998). She enjoys watching her children
play sports and spends her leisure time with 

her husband, children, and pets. Her profes-
sional interests include rabbit medicine and 
surgery, emergency and critical care and soft-
tissue surgery.

Be sure to email your questions to Sandy Boni-
field or Stefanie Meinhardt for Dr. Mara Bleviss to
answer during her presentation!

http://www.napadogtraining.org
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Annual Awards Banquet
Napa Valley Dog Training Club’s annual dinner was held on February 4th 
at Compadres restaurant. The email below reflects the evening: 

“I just want to take the time to thank you for all the time and effort
that you two (Mary Ash and Donna Golemon) put in to the Awards
Dinner. I have never been to one and I want to express how much fun
my husband and I had at the event. The food was wonderful, and it
was a great selection that I'm sure everyone loved. That cake was a
hit with all the bright, happy colors, and reflected the mood of the
evening. I was impressed with all our talented dogs, and the owners
as well, evident by all the awards. The stories of the dogs, and hu-
mans, gave me insight into just another aspect of the club and how
much we all love our little fur babies. 

“The table favors were a hit with both humans and, I'm sure, with
our little ones at home. I walked in with the toys and treats and my
little girls went wild! Their favorite was the "potato chips." This morn-
ing my little Bella, aka Belly Button, was running through the house
with her new toy, which made Miso frantically look for hers that she
had hidden.

“Thank you once again for the wonderful evening!”

As well as table favors, each person received a ticket and throughout the
evening, drawings were held for four gift baskets, all supplied by Joy Wood
and Lixit. 

Congratulations 
to everyone who 
received awards!
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SESSION 2
FEB 27 - APR 7, 2017
Week Off: Apr 10 to Apr 14

     
         

      

         
      

       
   

 
  

       
  

 

      

     
      

 

     
      

      

       

    

   

 

     

    

 
 

    

  

      
       
        

    
      

    

     
     

     
     

   

     

*CONTINUED CLASS

PM**

10:00 AM                  Adolescent Dog                        Kim
TUE ADO & PUPPY ORIENTATION: Feb 28 at 10 AM**

11:00 AM                        Puppy                               Kim 

TUE ADO & PUPPY ORIENTATION: Feb 28 at 10 AM**
 12 Noon                   Mighty Mights                         Kim

Mighty Mights is a RETURNING class
TUE Mighty Mights ORIENTATION: Feb 28 at 12:00 PM**

 4:30 PM Fountdations of Freestyle 1 AND 2*       Judy

 5:30 PM                Dancing for Smiles                      Judy
Dancing for Smiles  is a RETURNING class

 6:30 PM    Musical Dynamic Rally Challenge         Judy
 7:30 PM             Freestyle & Nose Work            Judy/Donna

(3 weeks each) XX  
NEW CLASS!

  

 9:00 AM                   Good Manners 1                      Kim
WED AM GOOD MANNERS 1 ORIENTATION: Mar 1 at 9:00 AM**

 10:00 AM                Good Manners 2                       Kim

 11:00 AM            Advanced Obedience                    Marlene
Advanced Obedience is a RETURNING class

 5:00 PM           Adolescent Dog Overflow                Donna

 6:00 PM                         Puppy                               Donna
WED NITE PUPPY ORIENTATION: Mar 1 at 6 PM**

 7:00 PM                   Adolescent Dog                     Donna/Lea
WED NITE ADOLESCENT ORIENTATION: Mar 1 at 7 PM**

 8:00 PM                  Puppy Overflow                        Lea

 10 AM - 1 PM           Capital Canines                     Pat White
Meets every other week — First class: March 9

 10:00 AM               Rally–All Levels*                      Mary
Meets every other week — First class: March 2

 6:00 PM                  Rally–All Levels*                      Mary

 7:00 PM                   4 Legs & Body                         Donna
Four Week Class EXACT dates are March 9,16, & 30

4 Legs & a Body is a RETURNING class

 6:00 PM                    Good Manners 1                      TBA
FRI GOOD MANNERS 1 ORIENTATION: Mar 3 at 6:00 PM**

Fridays - 1st class Mar 3

Thursdays - 1st class Mar 2  (unless noted otherwise)

Wednesdays - 1st class Mar 1

Tuesdays - 1st class Feb 28

NEW!

SCHEDULE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
CHECK NVDTC.ORG FOR UPDATES.

**DO NOT BRING DOGS TO ORIENTATION

A Life Lesson 
I Learned From My Dog
Radar, my 15 year old male Pembroke Corgi, taught me
when he was a puppy the lesson of the difference be-
tween hearing and listening.

I got Radar when he was 10 weeks old. And as a new par-
ent, I wanted to do all the right things for our new family
member. I had many conversations with the breeder and
knew what she recommended for a healthy diet. My
thought was “no problem, Corgis are good eaters not
finicky. In fact, you have to watch they don’t over eat and
put on extra weight.” 

So I fixed his first meal according to the breeder’s recipe
and was surprised by his reaction. He looked at me then
at the food then at me then at the food again. I waited for
a moment as his puppy brain twirled then used his nose
to push all the food out of the dish on to the floor before
eating it. WHAT??? Next meal same reaction. 

Obviously, he didn’t like the food dish. That seemed logi-
cal to me. So over the next several days and weeks which
led to months I tried different bowls, dishes, and plates.
Experimented using bowls and plates made of metal,
glass, plastic and paper, even different textures all with
the same result. Puppy looks at me then at the food then
at me then at the food uses his nose to empty the food on
the floor then eats. Call to the breeder came up with no
solution. She had not experienced this issue.

Perplexed and coming on a one year anniversary of this
“NUTTY” feeding issue I decided to clear my head, take a
deep breath, and just watch what he was doing. After all,
at this point, I was close to 700 meals trying to figure it
out. 

This is when the AHAH moment happened. He was pa-
tiently trying to tell me what the problem was but I hadn’t
been listening. I had heard for a year that something was
wrong with his meals. But as most of us humans do, I
rushed to find a solution or “fix it” instead of listening to
what the person or in this case the animal was telling me.
What was the difference between the food in the dog bowl
and the food on the floor? THE ANSWER WAS SIMPLE
WHEN I FINALLY LISTENED. When the food got to the
floor it was more mixed up. Radar likes his food mixed up
really well. Problem solved. Sorry Radar you had to wait
so long to get that point across. If I had only listened.

Vange Leonis and a very patient dog
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NVDTC Complaint Process 
Refer to the NVDTC By-Laws 

Voted upon and approved 11-14-2016 
 
Article VI Discipline- (When dealing with issues of discipline, NVDTC members will be held to the same set of rules  
 and procedures as those prescribed by the American Kennel Club.) See by-laws 
 

Section 1  American Kennel Club Membership   
Any NVDTC member who is suspended from the privileges of the American Kennel Club 
automatically will be suspended from the privileges of the NVDTC Club for a like period.  
 
Section 2  Charges  
Any member may prefer charges against another member for alleged misconduct, prejudicial to the 
best interests of the Club, or the sport of purebred dogs. The Board of Directors will first consider 
whether the actions alleged in the charges, if proven, might constitute conduct prejudicial to the best 
interests of the Club. If the Board considers the charges do not allege conduct which would be 
prejudicial to the best interests of the Club, it may refuse to entertain jurisdiction. Written charges with 
specifications must be filed in duplicate with the Secretary, together with a deposit of ten dollars ($10) 
which will be forfeited if such charges are not sustained. The Secretary will promptly notify the Board 
which will meet and fix a date for a board hearing not less than three (3) weeks or more than six  
(6) weeks thereafter. The Secretary will promptly send one copy of the charges to the accused 
member by registered mail together with a notice of the hearing and assurance that the defendant 
may personally appear in his/her own defense and bring witnesses if he/she wishes.  
  
Section 3  Board Hearing  
The Board of Directors will have complete authority to decide whether counsel may attend the 
hearing, but both complainant and defendant will be treated uniformly in that regard. Should the 
charges be sustained, after hearing all the evidence and testimony presented by the complainant and 
defendant, the Board may by a quorum vote, may reprimand the defendant or suspend the defendant 
from all privileges of the Club for not more than six-months from the date of the hearing. If it deems 
the punishment insufficient, the Board may also recommend to the membership that the penalty be 
expulsion. In such case, the suspension will not restrict the defendant’s rights to appear before  
his/her fellow members at the ensuing Club meeting which considers the Board’s recommendations. 
Immediately after the Board has reached a decision, its findings will be put in written form and filed 
with the Secretary. The Secretary in turn will notify each of the parties of the Board’s decision and 
penalty if any.  
 
 

Filing A Complaint- The Napa Valley Dog Training Club is comprised of elected officers and volunteers who ensure 
the highest standard in training.  These volunteer members and elected officers are charged with administering and 
adhering to the Vision, Mission and Values of the club.  In addition, elected officers shall demonstrate by their example 
their commitment to the Vision, Mission and Values of the Napa Valley Dog Training Club. 

Step 1.  In the event any club member, handler, officers or member of the public believes any 
member, officer or handler has violated the Vision, Mission or Values of the club he/she has the right 
to file a complaint. 

Step 2.  The Napa Valley Dog Training Club requires all complaints need to be filed according to the 
“NVDTC Complaint Process” outlined above. All complaints will be dealt with according to the 
disciplinary guidelines of the by-laws. 

Step 3.  Written charges detailing all facts, dates, witnesses and accused member must be promptly 
filed in duplicate with the Secretary, together with a deposit of ten dollars ($10). The Secretary will 
promptly notify the Board. 

!

Below is copy of the final Code 
of Conduct Complaint Process
approved November 14, 2016:
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A�end our 6-week class

Be successful on test day

Connect with clients year-round

You and your pet getting started 
in Animal-Assisted Therapy

is easy as A-B-C!

For more details and information about this
therapy team handling skills class, download

flyer from nvdtc.org/LAPSflyer.pdf

Loving Animals Providing Smiles 
PRESENTS

ANIMAL-ASSISTED THERAPY TEAM 
HANDLING SKILLS CLASS 

MARCH 17 – APRIL 22, 2017

TEAM EVALUATION APRIL 30
NEW TEAM ORIENTATION MAY 5

CAPERS TEAM TRAINING MAY 6

LAPS is a true Therapy Team organization.

LAPS believes that programs based on well-trained, highly-
skilled teams benefit clients in many ways that visiting pet
programs do not. For information about LAPS therapy pro-
grams and more about membership in our organization,
please visit our website:
www.lovinganimalsprovidingsmiles.org

Class size is limited so each team gets individualized 
attention and plenty of hands-on practice.

Dog Friendly 
Community Events
in the Napa Valley
Napa’s Bark for Life
Part of Relay for Life, this dog walk raises funds
for the American Cancer Society. Last year’s
event was the first in our area and held at the
Napa Valley Community College. Tentatively
planned for May 20, 2017 // no location TBA.
(www.facebook.com/BFLNapa)

Walk for Animals
A fun stroll for people and pets to help Napa
Humane continue its work in our community.
Traditionally held in downtown Napa on the first
Sunday in August. Event includes easy walk,
booths, demos and plenty of goodies. 
(www.napahumane.org)

St.Helena Pet Parade
Part of the St. Helena Hometown Harvest Fes-
tive in downtown St. Helena. The parade is open
to pets of all shapes and sizes. Halloween cos-
tumes are encouraged with prizes awarded in
specific categories. Event traditionally planned
for a Saturday in October.
(www.sthelena.com/chamber-of-commerce)

Napa Holiday Parade
The NVDTC participated in this evening parade
in the past. Scheduled on the Saturday after
Thanksgiving, the parade moves on 2nd and
3rd Streets in downtown Napa. Tentatively
planned for November 25, 2017. 
(http://donapa.com)

Proposed Activity for Members
Open Building
A time for members to bring their dogs and use
the clubhouse outside of classes or other
planned events. This activity would require
members take turns helping open, set up, clean
up and close the building.

An Interest List for the events listed above
was shared at the February General Meeting.

If you would like to be included 
on that list, please email Marilane Bergfelt

(bergfelt@comcast.net) or attend the March
General Meeting.

http://www.lovinganimalsprovidingsmiles.org
http://www.facebook.com/BFLNapa
http://www.napahumane.org
http://www.sthelena.com/chamber-of-commerce
http://donapa.com
mailto:bergfelt@comcast.net
http://nvdtc.org/LAPSflyer.pdf


Over the next two to three weeks we will be reaching out to
our members to respond to our calls for help. We will be put-

ting notices on our Facebook
page, our website and sending out

emails for WORKDAYS and SPECIAL
PROJECTS that we need help with.
Please watch for these notices and con-
tact the person specified to sign up to help
for 2 to 4 hours. We are depending on your
support and we THANK YOU IN AD-
VANCE for being dedicated Napa Val- ley
Dog Training Club Members! Thank you!

www.nvdtc.org/meeting

6 of 8

February 13, 2017 General Meeting

MINUTES (unapproved)

Past and present minutes are 
available online at:
napadogtraining.org/meeting/

that kiddie gates used in classes be checked,
cleaned and feet glued on. Stefanie is already
working to fix / replacing broken feet.

ii. It was proposed and approved at the February
Board meeting to purchase of one (1) Sports
KLiMB 'platform'. Item can be used in any class
and could replace the old agility table.

e. Broken sign - Linda is having her son fix.

f. Next committee meeting planned for 6:30pm on
Wednesday, February 22, 2017 at the dog club.
Committee will be setting Session 3, deciding on
summer activities and more.

7. Building:

Stephanie is making repairs on baby gates. Building
will be sprayed Thursday of week off.

8. Newsletter:

Vange suggested an item…What have you learned
from your dog?

9. Publicity:

2 new flyers are being made for distribution. One to
students at beginning and end of class inviting them to
join the club and the other is really a packet to go to
vet offices to give to patients. Decision made to make
them in color this time.

10. AOCNC:

Joy, Mary, Donna, Sue – went to rally ring. 62 dogs ran
from our club. Cow Palace last weekend.

11. Old Business: VST – L. Wargo says all is a go.

a. Banquet – no final yet

b. Dog Play Seminar- 22 attended.  Karen Oliver was
great

c. Linda talked to Deassa about using the building
and details are still being worked out.

d. Keys need to be returned to Stephanie right away or
the number we have given to her. Keys still missing.

1. Call to order and welcome – 7:35pm

2. Treasurer’s Report: 

Linda reported 2016 final net profit is $20,009.32;
Rent has decreased from $6600 to $3300; $12,882 in
discounts in vouchers in 2016 – not included in the
profit figure above.  These records are available in the
office to look at.

3. Vice President’s Report:

At March meeting, Dr. Blevis will speak about Nutri-
tion. Members should email questions to ask her to
Sandy or Stephanie.

4. Sunshine:

We need a sunshine person. Bobbie was asked and de-
clined.

5. Office:

3 people are working weekdays and weekends. Vange
is looking for workers for next session.

6. Training:

a. Instructor's signed contracts, lists of approved
training staff, and other administrative paperwork
is getting completed &/or updated.

b. Session 2 is open for sign-ups.

i. The size of standard classes (Puppy, Adolescent
Dog and Good Manners) might be limited due to
staff availability.

ii. No class will be cancelled until February 27.

iii. We hope that our special classes are a big suc-
cess. If anyone is interested, sign up tonight.

c. Judy Gamet will be taking our club and special
class information to a workshop this weekend. If
any member is going to a canine event, we hope
they will take materials to help promote our club
and classes.

d. Equipment:

i. At the January Board meeting, it was approved
continued to page 7
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Did you know 
you can view all of
NVDTC’s 2017 training 
sessions on a full year
calendar?
Download a printable
PDF from our classes
page: nvdtc.org/classes

Minutes continued from page 6
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e. Building lease is missing. Joy was asked
where it is and she says she will look
and check with Geri.

12. New Business:

a. Judy Gamet renting equipment – 
approx. 16 ring gates to pick up 2/17
approved @ $25.

b. Marilane encourage everyone to go to
Bark in the Park 2/26 3-5PM

c. We should get nose work classes/semi-
nar going.

d. We need to get 2018 Obedience decided
soon.

e. Interest list passed around for members
to indicate things they would like to par-
ticipate in for this year.  Marilane will get
it in the newsletter.

f. $40 refunded to Paws for Healing due to
last minute emergency cancellation.

g. Sue will post brags in the newsletter if
you send them to her.

13. Meeting adjourned at 7:20 PM

Submitted by Carol Coawette

BRAGS
Linda Wargo:
Ziji (Golden Retriever) finished her AKC Master Agility title on February
12th and earned a Triple Q by qualifying in Standard, Jumpers and
FAST on the same day.

Jive (Cocker Spaniel) finished his Barn Hunt – RAT Senior title the first
weekend in February.  He is now in the highest level of Barn Hunt
(Master).

Mike (14.5 year old Golden Retriever) completed his first nosework
trial and qualified in all 3 searches.  He earned his Sniffing Dog Sports
– Novice title.

Photo: D Marlowe

Notch To An OTCH

Presents

IT’S MAGIC!!
A COMPETITIVE OBEDIENCE TRAINING SEMINAR WITH

SYLVIA BISHOP
MARCH 31 - APRIL 2, 2017
FIRST COME FIRST SERVE!!

Inducted into the International Association of Canine Profession-
als International Hall of Fame:

The “Bish” is back!

Sylvia is returning to San Francisco east bay for a 3 day working
seminar. Sylvia is “the” trainer who introduced, educated, and en-
couraged “play” training in the dog sporting world. She is recog-
nized all over the world, and has been training, instructing, and
exhibiting dog obedience for more than 40 years. She is the only
trainer to have been invited to the prestigious Cruft Dog Show 30
consecutive years with 10 different dogs. Winning, and placing
numerous times. Sylvia Bishop is highly acclaimed, and still dom-
inates our sport. Sylvia will cover everything: from Puppy Training
to Utility, and much more!

Location: Farrington Kennels Outdoor facility

170 Nardi Lane 

Martinez, CA 94553

MORE INFORMATION & TO REGISTER: 
nvdtc.org/pdfs/SylviaBishopFlyerRegistration.pdf

http://nvdtc.org/classes.htm
http://nvdtc.org/pdfs/SylviaBishopFlyerRegistration.pdf


Scheduling of Board Meetings:
Board meetings are open to all members and are

scheduled on the FIRST Monday of the month at

6:30 p.m except for the month of December.

Call 253-8666 to verify both date 

and location of meeting. Minutes from board 

meetings are available at the club.

Submission deadline for the 
MAY/JUNE 2017 newsletter 

is April 20, 2017.
Send to: sueann@napadogtraining.org

Visit NVDTC on the web for 
the latest news & photos:
www.napadogtraining.org

Do you have a special or cute dog picture you’d like to share? If
you send a photo of YOUR dog (& name) to the newsletter editor,

he or she could appear in a future newsletter edition!

email to: sueann@napadogtraining.org

Misplaced,
Lost, or 
Missed eMails
from NVDTC? 
Misplaced your email from NVDTC via
MailChimp with link to newsletters? 
Missed that announcement about rattlesnake
aversion or an upcoming presentation or
workshop? 

You can access past emails sent out from
NVDTC via MailChimp by CLICKING HERE or
by scanning the QR code below.
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Next Meeting:
March 13, 2017 • 6:30 PM

SPECIAL PRESENTATION from
Dr. Mara Bleviss.

See page 1 for information.

[Leave YOUR dog at home.]

Jacques

Photo: Carol Coawette

mailto:sueann@napadogtraining.org
mailto:sueann@napadogtraining.org
http://www.napadogtraining.org
http://us11.campaign-archive2.com/home/?u=bddbbb69fdd088a33f37e35a9&id=8aa7e99b14

