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Napa Valley Dog Training Club • (707) 253-8666 • Clubhouse: 68 Coombs St., Bldg N
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 4097, Napa CA • www.napadogtraining.org

If you send a photo of YOUR dog (& name)
to the newsletter editor, he or she could

appear in a future newsletter edition!

news@napadogtraining.org

A Special
Presentation
by Dr. Austin
Komarek,
Animal
Chiropractor!
November 10th
right after 
general meeting.

Dr. Austin Komarek is a 3rd generation animal
chiropractor, following the footsteps of both
father and grandfather. 

Austin received his animal chiropractic certifica-
tion through Options for Animals, College of
Animal Chiropractic and is also certified through
the International Veterinary Chiropractic
Association. Austin has been practicing in Napa
for 2.5 years, restoring function to both animals
and humans. Austin has written articles on 
animal chiropractic for Pathways to Family
Wellness Magazine and Journey to
Natural Living Magazine.

Austin will be introducing the basic
concepts of canine chiropractic.
Including, but not limited to: canine
biomechanics, treatment options, suc-
cess stories, and how to tell if your 
animal needs care and preventative
maintenance. 

There will be an open question and
answer session after the presentation
for audience interaction, which is
always welcomed. 

CAN YOU HELP?
The club is looking to buy a new
state of the art, modern PA system.
The goal is to raise $500. There has
already been $200 donated toward 
this system. If you are interested in
making a donation toward pur-
chase, contact Gerry Glantz at
gglantz@puc.edu

All members & their family are invited!

DECEMBER 8th

CHRISTMAS
POTLUCK!

(After general meeting at
the clubhouse.)

Bring a dish to share. Bring your
own dishes and utensils. The club
will provide drinks. 

If you would like to participate in
the traditional gift exchange (steal)
please bring a gift worth $10.

Leave your dog
at home.
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CHUDLEIGH
5/31/07—9/24/14

Brystalle’s Made in England OA AXJ NF MXP2 MJP2 T2TP 

The ‘TWINS’ (Zorro and Chudleigh) are together again
and our hearts are broken. With a sudden fever of
104.5 Chudleigh spent the night at Davis in critical
condition. The following day, with a diagnosis of endo-

carditis, raging
staph infection,
chronic kidney dis-
ease, almost no red
blood cells and
most probable D I C
as well as the liver
shunts and diabetes
insipidus we HAD
been treating, there
was no putting my
special boy back
together yet again. I
was forced to say
those hateful words
and ask to have him
euthanized. He died
peacefully in my
arms while I told
him how much we
loved him.

The previous week-
end he was so perky
at the agility trial,
bouncing around
and screaming for
his turn when
Hayley competed.

Sadly he was no longer allowed to do agility after he
collapsed in the ring at our trial in August. In the com-
fort room at Davis just before he laid down for the last
time he spotted a low table with a chair next to it and
his silly boxer brain told him “Out, tunnel” and he tot-
tered around the chair and went under the table, giving
me a triumphant look when he came out. I know we
did the right thing, but I miss him SO MUCH!

We brought Chudleigh home as a 7-week old puppy.
He got his unusual name because he was 3/4 British
and his breeder had the theme of Elton John
songs/albums for the registered name. I always thought
Chudleigh would make a neat call name and our
Chudleigh wore that name proudly.

He went through most of the classes that the club

Napa Valley Dog Training Club
Year End Awards Application 2014  

You have until December 31, 2014 to complete your titles. However, if you have 
received awards so far this year, please fill out your paperwork ASAP.

Please fill out all information below.
You must fill out a separate application for each individual award.

Your Name ____________________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________ Email: ___________________________________________

Dog’s Registered Name (if applicable)
_______________________________________________

Dog’s Call Name ________________________________________________________________

Dog’s Breed _______________________ Variety/Color_________________________________

Date/Title Received _______________________________________

Title Received (i.e.: AKC Agility Novice Jumper, AKC Champion, CD (Companion Dog)

_____________________________________________________________________________

Do you already have a plaque? ________
Do you only need a new engraving for your existing plaque? _______

Include a separate sheet of paper to tell us about your dog.
To receive your year end award you must have attended at least 3 meetings in 2014 and worked on one event or
committee.—no exceptions. See Sandy Bonifield if in doubt about whether you have fulfilled this requirement.
This form must be returned to Linda Wargo, c/o NVDTC, P.O. Box 4097, Napa CA 94558 OR forms and plaques
can be left at the club in a bag or envelope with Linda Wargo’s name on it) no later than January 5, 2015. Since
Linda Wargo doesn’t have a box at the club, leave your labeled envelope or bag in Linda Luchsinger’s box.

YEAR END AWARDS

It’s time to start thinking about the 2014 Year End
Awards. To be eligible for these awards a member must
have attended three general meetings in 2014 and
have worked at least one major event or on a commit-
tee. You must have competed in any venue (agility,
obedience, rally, etc.) and received a title in that venue.
NVDTC not only recognizes AKC events but mixed
breed events as well.

If you competed in a non-AKC event it must require
that you receive at least three legs (or equivalent) in
order to title. The official application for year end
awards is below, is available in the office, and is online
at www.napadogtraining.org. If you have questions con-
tact Linda Wargo through the club at 707-253-8666.

THANK YOU Vange Leonis for
a grand Howl-oween Gala!
(And everyone who helped!) 

More Howl-oween pictures taken by Jim Spiva
are on page 6 and on the NVDTC website.
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offered starting with
the puppy class, going
through rally, competi-
tion obedience and
agility. He had a mis-
chievous streak that I
never could break him
of though, with no
warning he would
reach out with a long
boxer arm and swat
the unsuspecting dog
that was within his
reach in a boxer invita-
tion to play. Unfortunately only another boxer under-
stands this and I was in hot water more times than I
can count.  

Chudleigh found his niche in the agility world and
was happiest when he was running agility. We
became a real team and he earned many titles.
When he had to retire he was nearly halfway to his
agility championship. All his health problems were
due to the 9 months of chemo he had to cure his
cancer. It severely compromised his liver and also 
his bone marrow. 

Christy & Charlie Rose 

FOR UPCOMING EVENTS, GO TO
nvdtc.org/events

Also check out www.infodog.com,
www.nadac.com, www.k9wag.com,

www.aocnc.org and www.k9cpe.com 
for additional details on listings and for 

information on additional 
conformation shows, obedience and agility

trials, tracking tests, field trials, etc.

Where’s Rawldo?
He’s hiding somewhere in
the clubhouse. BEFORE the
November general meeting
starts, be the first to find
Rawldo and turn him into
Sue Osborn for a PRIZE!



President:
Linda Luchsinger

Vice President:
Sandy Bonifield

Treasurer:
Lori Jackson

Secretary & Past President:
Gerry Glantz

At Large Board Members:

Office:
Sue Osborn

Office Assistant/Reproduction:
Karen Jackson

Publicity & Office Assistant:
Deassa Binstock

Building:
Debbie Payton

Training:
Marilane Bergfelt

AOCNC
Representatives:

Mary Ash

Gerry Glantz

Sue Osborn

MEMEBERSHIP

Sandy Bonifield 

SUNSHINE:

Deassa Binstock
If you know of a member who is ill, hospi-
talized or has experienced a loss, please
let Deassa know!

CGC:
Jim Spiva

Newsletter & Website:
Sue Osborn

WHO DOES WHAT:
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I. CALL TO ORDER at 6:33 pm.

Board members present:  Linda Luchsinger, Sandy Bonifield,
Sue Osborn, Marilane Bergfelt, Gerry Glantz, Deassa
Binstock, Debbie Peyton, Lori and Karen Jackson.

II. MINUTES – Gerry Glantz

A. Correction to 9/18/14 minutes, name of our new
member, Rosanne Gracia.  M/S/C to approve minutes
with this one corrections.

III. TREASURERS REPORT – Lori Jackson

A. CD:  $11,826.09

B. Savings:  $850.63

C. Checking:  $2,522.89

D. M/S/C to approve as presented.

IV. BOARD REPORTS

A. Presidents Report – Linda Luchsinger

1. This month the Board Award went to Midori Morgan.
Midori jumped in to help right after she joined and
has been very helpful. We have just learned that she
will be moving very soon and we are very sorry to
see her go.  We wish her well at her new location.

B. Vice Presidents report – Sandy Bonifield

1. Sandy is still trying to reach the Chiropractor, has
left a message asking him to call her back.

2. A new member voted in at the July meeting, Mary
Joan Anson, was never added to the membership
list.  We apologized for the oversight and asked if
she would allow us to put the fee she paid toward
her 2015 dues.  She accepted our offer.     

C. Office – Sue Osborn

1. Sue thanked Jim Spiva, Mary Ash, Linda
Luchsinger, Midori Morgan and Ilona Rossen for all
their help with registration the first week of session
6.  And always thanks to Carol Coawette, Midori
Morgan and Margretha Lane for working the office.

2. We will need help with session 7 registration,
October 27 through October 30.

3. We are in need more volunteers for coming sessions
in 2015 to replace outgoing staff.

D. Training – Marilane Bergfelt

1. In Session 7 we are offering a CGC at 7:30pm, and
a NEW Beginning Freestyle at 2pm both on
Tuesday.  Continuing intermediate classes are
Jumpers / Foundation Skills on Monday night &
Beginning / Intermediate Freestyle is moving to
6:30pm on Tuesday.

2. New Assistants that completed their required train-
ing session are:  Carol Coawette and Debbie Taylor.
Midori Morgan is moving out of the area - she was a
huge asset for the club and will be missed!

E. Building –  Debbie Payton

1. Nothing to report

F. Newsletter/Website – Sue Osborn

1. The deadline for next newsletter is 20th of this
month.

G. Publicity –  Deassa Binstock

1. Deassa asked if anyone saw the ad in the Register.

She had not seen it but does not take the paper.
Several said they had seen the ad. She was asking
to be sure it was published before she paid the bill.

V. AOCNC – Mary Ash/Gerry Glantz/Sue Osborn

A. Seminar held here was enjoyed by all.

B. The February workshop at cow palace will be the
same weekend as usual.  We are sponsoring Rally
ring.

C. AOCNC’s Presidents luncheon was last Saturday at
the Brass Door in San Ramon.

VI. HOSPITALITY

A. Thanks to Anita Boyce, Bobbie Honsvick and
Marlene Soldavini for the refreshment tonight

B. Volunteers for the November Meeting are Christina
Martin and Marilane Bergfelt.

VII. SUNSHINE - Deassa Binstock

A. Nothing to report

VIII. OLD BUSINESS:

A. 2014 Agility Trial – The final meeting of 2014 com-
mittee will be held soon and a report and suggestions
for 2015 will be presented at next meeting.

B. 2015 Obedience/Rally Trials  Linda Luchsinger, Trial
Chair

1. We have contracts on all judges and are complet-
ing registration with AKC.  Will be having a com-
mittee meeting soon.

C. Nominating committee – Deassa Binstock, Chair

1. Slate presented:  President:  Gerry Glantz, Vice
President:  Linda Wargo, Treasurer:  Sandy
Bonifield, Secretary: Open, Past President:  Linda
Luchsinger, At Large Board Members:  Marilane
Bergfelt, Sue Osborn, Debbie Payton and Carol
Coawette.

2. M/S/C to accept slate as presented.

IX. NEW BUSINESS 

A. P A SYSTEM – Gerry Glantz

1. Gerry has been looking into the purchase of a
compact portable PA system for the club.  There
are a couple of brands that have nice units costing
between $350 and $400.  She offered to purchase
the unit and let the club pay her on a monthly
basis as funds are available.  She will discuss the
units with a person who specializes in audio equip-
ment and will bring specific information to the
next Board meeting for review and recommenda-
tion at the next general meeting.

B. Lori Jackson asked if she could borrow our ring stan-
tions for a fun match.  M/S/C to allow her to do so.

X. NEW MEMBERS – No new members

XI. BRAGS - Christie, Carol, Teresa, and Linda W. told us
their most recent accomplishments in the ring.

XII. MEETING ADJOURNED at 7:10 pm. and we began
our Howl-oween Party, artfully coordinated by Vange
Leonis. Thanks Vange!

Respectfully Submitted,
Gerry Glantz, Secretary

October 13, 2014 GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

Your Board has been busy!
A Report on 
2014 Accomplishments
First, there were some changes made in the office—all starting
with the kick off of the New Year.

Right off there was a revamp of the filing box setup for trainers
and board members along with reorganization of work flow sys-
tems throughout the office by Marilane Bergfelt. Then there was
Sandy Bonifield’s suggestion to throw out the messy old-fash-
ioned carbon paper and go carbonless. 

Carbonless cash log sheets and class sign-up sheets were
ordered by Sue Osborn but not before reformatting the sign-up
sheet to go along with the replacement of the clipboards and
nails on the wall. The sign-up sheets are now in 3-ring note-
books in wall mounted wire baskets making them much easier
to access and take sign-ups from students. 

Changes have been made to our office forms system as well.
Sign-up forms now include different colored addendum sheets to
handle wait list students. Class rosters have been revamped to
eliminate extra pieces of paper; both signatures and tracking of
attendees are now all on one form. There are Student Payment
Records (green slips) for students to fill out to help office staff bet-
ter track drop-ins, equipment sales and advanced class payments.

The registration process itself has been changed to alleviate the
congestion previously occurring at the tall counter during the
first week of classes. By setting up tables and in-baskets, several
students can register at once making the process quicker and
smoother. 

The Office Binder has been updated and expanded to include
staff and office manager responsibilities, phone procedures, how
to handle payments, and more.

Deassa Binstock created a questionnaire for office staff to use to
determine nature of dogs signing up for classes other than
puppy and adolescent dog. The questionnaire includes recom-
mendations for specific private trainers if and when needed.

The Napa Valley Dog Training website was upgraded by adding
a fill-in form to receive online responses. Since being initiated in
May, more than 80 people have filled out the form with 68% of
them signing up for a class. And, Napa Valley Dog Training’s
facebook page now has more than 300 fans!

Deassa also reached out to more than 5-dozen students after
going through all the training applications to see who expressed
an interest in our club. She sent them information on our club
activities, membership, classes, a link to our website and a link
to a sample of our newsletter.

A planning committee was created in May, with Gerry Glantz as
chair, to provide assistance, guidance and recommendation to
the membership toward organizing, arranging and implementa-
tion of trials, matches, show-and-go’s and other events for the
best interest of the club and to maintain financial health of the
club. The first order of business was to create a survey to gauge
members’ interest in holding trials and tracking tests. This inter-
est fostered the decision to scheudle a 2015 obedience and rally

continued on page 6



NAPA VALLEY DOG TRAINING TATTLE TAILS ~ 7

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2014
NAPA VALLEY DOG TRAINING TATTLE TAILS ~ 6

trial and to secure judges for both 2015 and 2016 (which has
successfully been accomplished). There is now a 2015 obedi-
ence and rally committee with all positions filled (except for the
raffle chairperson).

At the beginning of the year, a Pledge of Discretion and
Confidentiality was created and put into place for signature by
all board members. This was followed by the creation of a
Code of Conduct, which includes a complaint process. The
Code of Conduct was approved at the September general
meeting and is now included on the 2015 membership applica-
tion.

Marilane Bergfelt saw to the review of training committee meet-
ing notes and archived materials from the last several years to
ensure outstanding items were addressed, projects were com-
pleted and job descriptions & responsibilities updated:

• New handouts for beginning and intermediate classes
were created. Class handouts were made available for
instructors. Weekly lessons plans for Good Manners 1
classes were established and are currently being used
by instructors, who are providing feedback for a final
version for 2015. Weekly lesson plans for puppy and
adolescent plans have been finalized.

• The Approved Instructors and Approved Assistants lists
have been updated and are being kept current. This
included contacting members who have not taught or
helped teach for an extended period of time.

• Written materials were created for In-House Training
sessions, which were provided for current and new
assistants. Each session is approximately 2.5 hours and
includes a 10-page manual with website links and edu-
cational videos. 

• An outline was put together to use for producing pro-
posals to teach new training classes. This led to new
and returning classes in 2014. Because classes were
planned early and on a long-term basis, significant pub-
lic relation materials were created to advertise classes
months in advance resulting in successful enrollments.

• A document was created to give to outside groups who
use our building to clarify what is expected of them and
their dogs and specific uses of the building and their
associated responsibilities for such use.   

Sandy Bonifield wrote up an outline of steps to clarify issuing
vouchers and class refunds.

Debbie Peyton organized a building cleaning work party on
August 2. This undertaking included re-taping of the training
floor. Repairs on equipment are addressed on an on-going
basis and many of them have already been completed. 

The Yellow Dog Project was promoted this year with a number
of posters created and posted throughout the clubhouse.

Thanks to Deassa Binstock, a very professional, full color rack
card was designed to replace our dated, single color brochure.

Yes, the board has been busy this year and is looking 
forward to 2015 to continue working for the benefit our dogs,
students, trainers, and members!

Your name: ______________________________________________________________

Name of Nominee: _______________________________________________________

Contributions:
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Contributions include but are not limited to: Office(s) held; Board/Chair position(s)
held;  committee(s) worked on; projects for the club; help at the

clubhouse/classes/events, etc.

Thanks to the work of devoted members our club has 
remained strong since 1970. In 2001 the NVDTC Service
Award was created to recognize those who have made
significant contributions. This award will be presented at 
the Annual Awards Dinner in February, 2015. 

Return the completed form by 
January 16, 2015 to Jim Spiva.

c/o NVDTC, P.O. Box 4097, Napa, CA 94558

or leave in Jim Spiva’s box at the club.

Nominations:
Any member is welcome to make a nomination, and a member
may nominate multiple people each year. Nominations must be
given in writing and must include the contributions of the nominee.

Criteria for the NVDTC’s Service Award:
1) Nominee must be a current club member and in good standing.
2) Nominee must follow and uphold NVDTC’s bylaws and rules.
3) Nominee has contributed to the overall well-being and growth of

the club.
4) Nominee represents the club in a professional and positive way.

Napa Valley Dog Training 2014 Club Service Award:

Voting:
The Selection Committee is made up of past Service Award Recipients:

Jim Spiva, Karen Jackson, Lori Jackson, Laura Ecklin, Marlene Soldavini, and
Lynda Rhyno. Please note: As committee members—none of these individuals
are eligible to receive the award.

Photo by Jim Spiva
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I'd like to thank
the great crew
we had for the
event at the Sir
Francis Drake
Kennel Club
show on
September 13
and 14. On

board were CGC examiners Mary Ash, Marlene
Soldavini, Vange Leonis, and myself. Cristina Martin
was our Chief Administrator/Money Lady…and our
great “crowd” was comprised of Kathy Wade, Karen
Jackson, Carol Coawette...and anyone else we draft-
ed from bystanders. This year, CGC examiner Steve
Ward was again missed

We examined 11 dogs and made $165 pure profit for
NVDTC. Six dogs, including Carol Coawette's, were
successful. Congratulations Carol!

Canine Good Citizen Exams
Held September 13 and 14

By Jim Spiva

We are looking for people interested in work-
ing in the office. This is a great opportunity

to learn what the dog club is all about.

Duties include answering phones, taking
messages, equipment sales, and paperwork. 
Special bonus: Lots of doggy love & kisses!

(Oh and you earn vouchers too!)

CONTACT: 
Sue Osborn, sue@osborngraphics.com

Board update from page 4 2015 Board of Directors
The following slate for the 2015 Board of Directors
was presented at the October13  general meeting, as
follows: 

President:  Gerry Glantz, Vice President:  Linda
Wargo, Treasurer:  Sandy Bonifield, Secretary: Open,
Past President:  Linda Luchsinger, At Large Board
Members:  Marilane Bergfelt, Sue Osborn, Debbie
Payton and Carol Coawette.

On October 20, the Board nominated Kimberly
McMaster for the position of secretary to fill the
vacancy in the 2015 slate of nominees.

As outlined in our bylaws, nominations for a vacancy
can be made by either the Board of Directors or any
member in good standing once consent of the nomi-
nee is obtained. Furthermore, vacancies may be
filled by any member in good standing and with a
quorum vote of the general membership at a General
or Special Club Meeting. 

Kimberly has accepted the nomination, therefore, we
will be voting on Kimberly becoming secretary for
2015 at the November 10 general meeting,

Howl-oween FUN!
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Napa Valley Dog Training Club
P.O. Box 4097
Napa, CA 94558 • 707-253-8666

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Scheduling of Board Meetings:
Board meetings are open to all members 

and, except for December, are scheduled the 
THIRD Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m.

Call 253-8666 to verify both date 
and location of meeting. Minutes from board 

meetings are posted at the club.
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Submission deadline for the
Janaury/February 2015 newsletter 

is December 20, 2014.

news@napadogtraining.org

  

Visit NVDTC on the web for 
the latest news & photos:
www.napadogtraining.org

Next General Meeting
(November 10, 2014)

will feature a
Presentation by
Dr. Komarek
Leave your dog at home.

Congratulations to recent 
Board Award Recipients!
SEPTEMBER: Katherine Rhyno

OCTOBER: Midori Morgan

The Board Award recognizes a member on a
monthly basis; someone who has

been paramount in making the
club a better place by what
they have done latterly. Unlike
the annual Service Award

wherein recipients are
selected by general club

members, Board
members make the
choice for Board
Award recipients—
hence the name,

Board Award.

If you have items to bring up at
general or board meetings,

please notify club president two
days in advance of meeting so
they can be put on the agenda.

2015 SESSION SCHEDULE

SESSION 1:   Jan 5 - Feb 13 —    Week off: Feb 16

SESSION 2:   Feb 23 - April 3 —   Week off: April 6

SESSION 3:   April 13 - May 22 — Week off: May 25

SESSION 4:   June 1-July 10 —   Week off: July 13 

SESSION 5:   July 20-Aug 28 —   Week off: Aug 31

SESSION 6:   Sept 7 - Oct 16 —   Week off: Oct 19

SESSION 7:    Oct 26 - Dec 11 —  Week off: Nov 23*

*Thanksgiving week mid session

2015
MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION

INSIDE.

Renew Today!
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