
Join us September 10th for
our Annual Potluck Dinner!
Step into your kitchen, rustle up a yummy dish 
and bring it to the clubhouse September 10th to
share with other members and their families for 
‘tis our annual potluck night!

All the fun 
happens at the 6:30 PM 

September 10th general meeting!

NVDTC will provide drinks, paper 
plates and flatware.   

LEAVE DOGS AT HOME.

The open house to celebrate the completion of the
mural and to show the community what our club
is all about turned out to be a fine event and fun
for all those who attended. Even though there was
not entirely the turnout from the public as hoped
for, the support from the membership was as-
tounding. Including club members, there were a
total of 40 people attending the event. 

There were six trainers on hand to answer training
questions: Linda Luchsinger, Sandy Bonifield,

September-October 2018

Napa Valley Dog Training Club • (707) 253-8666 • Clubhouse: 68 Coombs St., Bldg N

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 4097, Napa CA • www.napadogtraining.org

TATTLE TAILS
NVDTC Newsletter

Linda Luchsinger, President

Sandy Bonifield, Vice President

Stefanie Meinhardt, Treasurer

Sue Osborn, Secretary

Joy Wood, Past President

At Large Board Members:
Marilane Bergfelt, Tandi Blonigen,

Carol Coawette, Maria Giaccio 

AOCNC REPS: Mary Ash, Sue Osborn

BUILDING: Maria Giaccio

MEMBERSHIP: Carol Coawette

NEWSLETTER/WEBSITE: Sue Osborn

OFFICE: Sandy Bonifield, Vange Leonis

PUBLICITY: Tandi Blonigen

TRAINING: Marilane Bergfelt

TRACKING CHAIR: Stefanie Meinhardt

See last page for contact
information for above members.

Deassa’s Esther

Mural artists, De Brilz, Sue de Mille, and 
Sue Osborn at NVDTC’s July 14th Open House. 

Continued on page 2

Open House—It’s a Wrap

NVDTC’s Open House

http://www.napadogtraining.org
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Dianna Mobley 
and her mom, Mary 
McDonald, getting ready
to deliver over 60 Critter
Comforters in time for
Napa County Animal
Shelter’s “Clear 
the Shelter”event that
took place on 
August 18th!

Our dedicated experts, Kaye Hall and Debbie Crain,
are offering an 8-week training class this fall. Open to
all dogs and their owners, the class starts Thursday,
October 25th. Each class session starts at 9:00 am
and runs 2 to 3 hours.  

Cost is only $145.00 per team. A discount is available
for seniors over 60.

Register online at nvdtc.org/registration.htm/. Space is
limited.   

If you have questions, please contact Marilane, Train-
ing Chair at bergfelt@comcast.net/. You can also con-
tact Stefanie Meinhardt, Tracking Chair, at
napaproperty123@yahoo.com or Debbie Crain at
26Crain@gmail.com/. Please title your messages
‘Napa Tracking Class.’

SIGN UP NOW 
FOR NVDTC’S 2018
TRACKING CLASS!

Photo Credit: Kyla Smay

Marilane Bergfelt, Donna Golemon, Vange 
Leonis, and Joy Wood.

Many members stepped up to donate toward 
gift basket items and refreshments: Maria Giaccio,
Chris Mayer, Donna Albini, Vange Leonis, Gwen
Redfield, Linda Luchsinger, Frances Anamosa,
Diana Mobley, Jackie McGrath, Linda Wargo,
Debbie Crain, Sue de Mille, and Joy Wood. Joy
donated a HUGE gift basket from Lixit. There
were enough gift basket items donated to make
two additional gift baskets.

Members Carol Coawette, Maria Giaccio, Stefanie
Meinhardt, Marilane Bergfelt, Linda Luchsinger,
Tandi Blonigen, and Sue Osborn distributed open
house flyers throughout the community on pet
store bulletin boards, at vets, parks and offices.
The event was posted on NextDoor and to online
community calendars like the Napa Valley Regis-
ter, Marketplace, and Napa Valley Now. Thanks to
Tandi Blonigen, the local radio station ran spots
about the event.

Also thanks to Stefanie Meinhardt for designing
half page handouts on information on websites of-
fering Safe & Reliable Information & Fun Videos
for Dog Owners and description information about
classes offered by Napa Valley Dog Training Club.

More thanks to Marilane Bergfelt for printing all
the flyers for the open house to advertise session
5 and upcoming special classes. Marilane Bergfelt
even took care of asking Dogs Can Dance and Pat
White for materials to hand out to guests.

Napa Humane and Friends of Napa County
Animal Shelter were also invited by Marilane to
set up tables and were on hand to distribute mate-
rials and answer questions.

Christy Rose and Joy Wood did a nice job inviting
guests to fill out entries for raffles.

The winners of the raffle were:

• David Greenland: Lixit Gift Basket

• Patty Topia – Gift Basket 2

• Marilee Muller – Gift Basket 3

• Erika Gamez – Free NVDTC Class

With all the members pitching in at the close of
the event, takedown and clean up was done in
less than 30 minutes!

With the fabulous support of our members and the
good time had by all who were able to attend this
first ever open house for the club— Sue Osborn is
looking at organizing another open house in
2019—just not during summer vacation and not
during a hot season!

Open House from page 1

mailto:bergfelt@comcast.net/
mailto:napaproperty123@yahoo.com
mailto:26Crain@gmail.com/
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A huge thanks to our member volunteers, Sandy Bonifield,
Maria Giaccio, Linda Luchsinger, and Stefanie Meinhardt
who all worked at the Napa Humane’s Walk for Animals
event on Sunday, August 5th. Stefanie made a spinner
wheel for people to spin to select a dog trick to do or a
color of a leis that NVDTC handed out. Stefanie also
branded leis with information about NVDTC. Leis on peo-
ple showed who visited the NVDTC booth. A small rally
ring was set up for dogs and their owners, which had lots
of participation. Information about the club and training
classes was handed out to those visiting our table. Thank
you to Napa Humane for including us once again this year!
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Napa Humane’s Walk 
for Animals 2018 Event

Are you aware of all the different sports AKC has to offer to you and your dog?
Below is a list of the different options you have: 

Of the above titles, do you know which one classes are offered in? 

That would be CGC Titles (classes offered periodically), Obedience, Rally, Scent
Work, Therapy dog (through LAPS), Tracking and Trick Dog titles. 

The AKC also offers title recognition programs for the following sports (meaning
titles in different organizations): 

Barn hunt, Trick Dog, Canine Good Citizen, Therapy Dogs, Dock Diving, 

Flyball, and Search and Rescue 

Are you interested in something the club does not have classes for? If 
you need information on any of the above sports, please drop me an email at
donnagk9@gmail.com and I will help you with information on that sport. 

AKC Sports—Such a Variety! by Donna Golemon

1) Agility Titles

2) Canine Good Citizen Titles
(there are 3 of them) 

3) Conformation Titles

4) Coursing Ability Test Titles

5) Earth dog Titles

6) Farm Dog Certificate Title

7) Field Trial Titles

8) Fast Cat Titles

9) Herding Titles

10) Hunting Test Titles

11) Lure Coursing Titles

12) Obedience Titles

13) Rally Titles

14) Scent Work Titles

15) Search and Rescue Titles

16) Therapy Dog Titles

17) Tracking Titles

18) Trick Dog Titles

19) Derivative
(multi-sport) Titles

mailto:donnagk9@gmail.com
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Over the next two to three weeks we will be reaching out to
our members to respond to our calls for help. We will be put-

ting notices on our Facebook
page, our website and sending out

emails for WORKDAYS and SPECIAL
PROJECTS that we need help with.
Please watch for these notices and con-
tact the person specified to sign up to help
for 2 to 4 hours. We are depending on your
support and we THANK YOU IN AD-
VANCE for being dedicated Napa Val- ley
Dog Training Club Members! Thank you!

www.nvdtc.org/meeting

August 13, 2018 General Meeting 

MINUTES (unapproved)

Past and present minutes are 
available online at:
napadogtraining.org/meeting/

I. CALL TO ORDER 

A. President Linda Luchsinger called meeting to order at 6:34 p.m.

B. Board members present: Sandy Bonifield, Carol Coawette, Maria Giaccio,
Linda Luchsinger, Stefanie Meinhardt, and Sue Osborn. Absent: Marilane
Bergfelt, Tandi Blonigen and Joy Wood.

II. SECRETARY, Sue Osborn

M/S/C to accept minutes from the July 9, 2018 general meeting as published on-
line.

III. TREASURER, Stefanie Meinhardt

A. Checking: $38,828.69 as of July 31.

B. Money Market: $22,273.58 as of July 31

C. Paypal: $11,928 as of July 31.

D. Stefanie passed around financial reports.

IV. PRESIDENT’S REPORT, Linda Luchsinger
No Report

V. VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT, Sandy Bonifield
The September 10th meeting will be NVDTC’s annual potluck night. 

VI. MEMBERSHIP, Carol Coawette/Sandy Bonifield
MSC to approve Pauline Seago as a returning member.

VII. HOSPITALITY
Thank you to Sandy Bonifield and Jackie McGrath both of whom provided hospital-
ity for tonight’s meeting. Next general meeting is a potluck.

VIII. BOARD, COMMITTEE & CHAIR REPORTS

A. OFFICE, Sandy Bonifield

1. If anyone is interested in working in the office, let Sandy know.

2. Phone message to be updated.

B. TRAINING, Marilane Bergfelt - Absent

1. Mary was approved as an assistant for scent work class.

2. Missing spray canister has been found.

3. De Brilz is taking over from Donna Golemon the management of equip-
ment.

4. Frances Anamosa has been contracted regarding Facebook advertising
guidelines.

5. Board has approved Gwen Redfield and Tracy Zerba as assistants for ado-
lescent and puppy classes.

6. October 24th has been set for the next training committee meeting.

7. Trick title date to be set, will not be held on a general meeting night.

8. Online registration is going well; 20 people have already registered.

9. Judy Gamet will be having Freestyle workshops on Sunday, September
23rd. 

C. PUBLICITY, Tandi Blonigen – Absent
No Report

D. BUILDING, Maria Giaccio
Biggest concern right now is people don’t read the sign above the sink to
turn the faucet to right position when they finish using water.

E. WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER, Sue Osborn

1. The September-October newsletter will be published end of this month.
Submittal deadline is August 20th. Articles are welcomed.

2. Session 6 is on the website with online registration underway.

F. VARIABLE SURFACE TRACKING (VST) TEST, Linda Wargo

1. Stefanie Meinhardt has volunteered to be chairperson.

2. Tracking Test will be held the second weekend in March of 2019.

G. ASSOCIATED OBEDIENCE CLUBS OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA (AOCNC),
Sue Osborn, Mary Ash

1. July 29, 2018 Summer Workshop

Sandy Bonifield, Linda Luchsinger, and Mary Ash worked at the workshop.
Joy came over to help as well. Workshop was successful and finished
early. Thank you to all members for their help.

2. Scent Work Seminar—Sunday, September 23, 2018 

a. To be presented by Laurie Leach at Mt. Diablo Dog Training Club.

b. Each club may send one handler/dog team and two auditors.

c. The dog may NOT have any titles in any scent work venue.

d. Signup form and more information will be sent soon.

e. If interested, please call Mary Ash: 707-258-1431.

f. Each participant will be asked to pay $12 to cover lunch.

IX.  OLD BUSINESS

A. Napa Humane Walk for Animals

1. Maria Giaccio, Stefanie Meinhardt, Sandy Bonifield, and Linda Luchsinger
all worked at the table NVDTC set up at the Walk for Animals event.

2. Stefanie made a spinner wheel for people to spin to select a dog trick to
do or a color of leis that NVDTC handed out. Stefanie also branded leis
with information about NVDTC. Leis on people showed who visited the
NVDTC booth.

3. Small rally ring was set up for dogs and their owners, which had lots of
participation.

B. Clear the Shelters – August 18th – NVDTC plans to have a table at this event.
Marilane Bergfelt, Linda Luchsinger, Maria Giaccio, and Tracy Zerba will
come by to help.

C. AKC Scent Work Trial: 

1. NVDTC is putting on a scent work trial February 16th and 17th in 2019.

2. There will be four different types of searches.

3. Linda Luchsinger will be the Chief Volunteer Recruiter. Volunteers will be
needed for food and other jobs (all of which members will be trained to
do). All volunteers will be provided breakfast and lunch.

Continued on page 6

http://www.nvdtc.org/meeting
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Unless noted otherwise, all sessions 
run 6 weeks, one time per week at the 

day & time shown for 50 minutes.

If there are other classes you are interested in, 
sign up on an interest list. 

Visit or call the NVDTC office to 
have your name added.

N     
       

  

You can receive discounts 
for taking multiple classes 

in the same session. 
Details: 

nvdtc.org/pdfs/
NVDTC_FeesDiscountsVouchersAllowances.pdf

September 10th thru October 20th, 2018
OFF October 22nd – 27th

(This session’s classes run for 6 Weeks—unless noted otherwise.)
CLASS FEES

for Puppy, Novice, GM, Ado, Agility, Rally, 
and Special Classes: 

$125
Seniors & Juniors: $10 Discount

Rescue: 1x $10 Discount
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

CLASS FEES
for Specialty Classes (i.e., Freestyle 

and Musical Rally):  
$135

No Discounts

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Classes less than 6 weeks are 
prorated for cost and vouchers. 
Please call the club for details.

Training Session 6

8/9/18-sao

Members can earn vouchers to 
offset the cost of classes. 

Details:
www.napadogtraining.org/vouchers.htm

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Puppy: 12 weeks to 5 months
Adolescent: 6 months to 1 year

Good Manners: 1 year+

View Schedule of all 2018 Sessions at: 
nvdtc.org/pdfs/2018CalendarForTrainingSessions.pdf

   
     

    
 
Tuesday 
8:30 am  Donna   NEW CLASS  
10:00 am  Sandy / Kim 
11:00 am  Sandy / Kim 
12:00 pm  Sandy / Kim   
   
2:00 pm  Judy 
4:30 pm  Judy    

5:30 pm  Judy      
6:30 pm  Judy 
7:30pm  Donna  (continued class)    
    
Wednesday 
9:30 am   Marlene / Kim 
10:30 am  Marlene / Kim 
11:30 am  Marlene   RETURNING  
   
5:00 pm  Donna / Marilane 
6:00 pm  Donna / Marilane 
7:00 pm  Donna / Marilane 
8:00 pm  Donna / Marilane 
 
Thursday 
10:30 am  Mary (all levels- continued class)  
 
10:00 – 1:00pm   

 
 

5:30 pm  Mary (all levels - continued class) 
7:00 pm  Linda  
 
Friday   
6:30 pm  Linda   RETURNING  

7:30 pm Linda 

Scent Work - Intro    
Adolescent Dog    
Puppy      
Puppy or Adolescent Dog  (overflow)  

Dogs Can Dance – Private Coaching  
Freestyle     
Freestyle        
Musical Rally Challenge   
Scent Work      

Good Manners 1    
Good Manners 2      
Beyond Basics     
  
Adolescent Dog    (overflow)   
Puppy      
Adolescent Dog    
Puppy   (overflow)    

Rally   (2nd and 4th weeks of each month)  

Capitol Canines – Performance Sport Training w/ Pat White 
(1st and 3rd weeks of each month)

Rally      
Good Manners 1      

    
Good Manners 2    
Good Manners 1   (overflow) 

REGISTER ONLINE:
nvdtc.org/registration.htm

Questions?
Call us at 707-253-8666

Schedule
subject 

to change

Receive a $10 discount for a regular six-week
class if you are a senior (60 and over), a junior
(10 to 17) or if your dog is a rescue. Discounts

are prorated for shortened sessions. 
No discounts for specialty classes.

One discount per class.
A rescue discount can only be used once. 

http://www.napadogtraining.org/vouchers.htm
http://www.nvdtc.org/registration.htm
http://nvdtc.org/pdfs/NVDTC_FeesDiscountsVouchersAllowances.pdf
http://www.nvdtc.org/pdfs/2018CalendarForTrainingSessions.pdf
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D. Nominating Committee
Most all of the 2018 board members are planning to serve on the board in
2019. Only two new members will need to step in to fill positions. Linda Wargo
and Donna Golemon have shown interest.

X.  NEW BUSINESS 

A. “Bring Your Dog To The Meeting Night” is scheduled for the October 8th general
meeting. There will be a Halloween costume contest for dogs.

B. Approval of Building Usage Requests

1. MSC to approve Sara DeCreval, on behalf of Paws for Healing (a non-profit
organization), to use the building from 8 am to 1 pm on January 26, May 4
and October 5 in 2019.

2. MSC to approve Steph Bunch, on behalf of Kooikerhondje Society (a non-
profit organization), to use the building from about 4 to 6pm on Saturday,
November 10, 2018.

3. Board approved usage of building through email for Judy Gamet to hold
freestyle workshops on September 23, 2018, three different ones at $5
each. Times are 10:00am, 10:45am and 11:30am.

C. Insurance
Due to concerns about the club not having enough coverage for volunteers and
trainers, page 5 of insurance now shows we are covered; NVDTC paid addi-
tional $200 for coverage. A copy of insurance document will go in the safe. 

XIII. BRAGS 

A. Mary Ash’s Kit received numerous scent work titles.

B. Donna Golemon’s Ube received the following: Advanced container title and
Novice exterior title for AKC Scent Work.

C. Donna Golemon’s Nickel received 1st leg in AKC started for Cattle (5th), duck
(3rd) and sheep on July 6th for AKC Herding. On July 7th, Nickel received 2nd
leg cattle, 2nd place and RESERVE HIGH in TRIAL, 2nd leg ducks 5th place,
and 2nd leg in sheep. On July 8th, Nickel received Titled Started Ducks, Cows,
Sheep, Highest scoring Border Collie, Highest scoring started dog, and Highest
scoring overall dog.

XIV. MEETING ADJOURNED at 7:08 p.m. followed by fun and games for dogs and
owners for tonight’s “Bring Your Dog to the Meeting Night.” Linda Luchsinger organ-
ized a relay race with cups of water and musical chairs with dogs having to perform a
sit, down or stand before their owners could sit down in a chair.

Respectively submitted by
Sue Osborn, Secretary

August 13, 2018 Minutes from Page 4

Session 5 
Tuesday’s Puppy
and Ado Class
graduates—

Thank you to
Sandy for taking
pictures of the
graduates!

A study newly conducted by UC Davis indicates a mixed
breed does not have an advantage compared to pure-
breds involving inherited canine disorders. Overall it de-
pends on the specific condition.

Between 1995 and 2010 UC Davis’ veterinary medical
teaching hospital evaluated 90,000 purebred and
mixed-breed dogs.  

Twenty-four disorders were selected for the study based
on those represented by owners seeking veterinary care.
These disorders, debilitating enough for owners to ask
for help in their dog’s care, are found to be very preva-
lent in the overall dog population.

Also such disorders are representative of a variety of
systems in the dog’s body.

In the study, breeds that shared a similar lineage were
more suseptible to certain disorders that were inherited.

For example, four of the top five breeds affected with
elbow dysplasia were the Bernese mountain dog, New-
foundland, mastiff and Rottweiler, all descended from a
common ancestor suggesting they share gene muta-
tions. 

In contrast, disorders that occurred equally among pure-
bred and mixed-breed dogs appeared to represent an-
cient gene mutations that had become widely spread
throughout the dog population. Such disorders included
hip dysplasia, all of the tumor-causing cancers and hy-
pertrophic cardiomyopathy, a heart condition.

Thirteen of the 24 genetic disorders were approximately
the same in purebred dogs as in their mixed-breed
counterparts. Ten were found more frequently among
purebred dogs, and one such disorder was more com-
mon in mixed-breeds. 

The results provide a better understanding of the preva-
lence and source of such disorders, and could advance
efforts to prevent and treat genetic ailments in both
dogs and humans.

Full article is on the UC Davis website:
https://www.ucdavis.edu/

Study Finds Purebred Dogs
Are Not Always at Higher Risk 
for Genetic Disorders

https://www.ucdavis.edu/news/purebred-dogs-not-always-higher-risk-genetic-disorders-study-finds
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Nickel received 1st leg in AKC started for
Cattle (5th), duck (3rd) and sheep on July
6th for AKC Herding. 

On July 7th, Nickel received 2nd leg cattle,
2nd place and RESERVE HIGH in TRIAL,
2nd leg ducks 5th place, and 2nd leg in
sheep. 

On July 8th, Nickel received Titled Started
Ducks, Cows, Sheep, Highest scoring Bor-
der Collie, Highest scoring started dog, and
Highest scoring overall dog.

Ube received the following:
Advanced container title
and Novice exterior title for
AKC Scent Work.Brooklyn received Winner’s

Bitch and Best of Breed Owner
Handled at the Mensona Kennel
Club on August 26th. From Donna

GolemonFrom Sue Osborn

BRAGS

From Sandy
Bonifield

On Friday, August 24th, Jimmy, his second time in the ring, took Reserve. Ink went into the show ring for
the first time. He showed pretty well except for the bouncing and dancing. No ribbon for Ink that day. 

On Saturday, August 25th, Ink WON!!!!!!! Winners Dog for a 3 point Major, Best of Winners, Best Owner
Handler, Best Bred by Exhibitors, Award of Merit and a Group 3 in Bred by Exhibitor

On Sunday, August 26th. Ink placed Winners Dog for another 3 point Major and Winners Dog. 

Jimmy and Ink did really great for their first weekend as Show Dogs. I am very proud of both of them!!!



Scheduling of Board Meetings:
Board meetings are open to all members and are

scheduled on the FIRST Monday of the month at

6:30 p.m except for the month of December.

Call 253-8666 to verify both date 

and location of meeting. Minutes from board 

meetings are available at the club.

Submission deadline for the 
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2018 newsletter 

is October 20, 2018.
Send to: sueann@napadogtraining.org

Visit NVDTC on the web for 
the latest news & photos:
www.napadogtraining.org

Misplaced,
Lost, or 
Missed eMails
from NVDTC? 
Misplaced your email from NVDTC via
MailChimp with link to newsletters? 
Missed that announcement about rattlesnake
aversion or an upcoming presentation or
workshop? 

You can access past emails sent out from
NVDTC via MailChimp by CLICKING HERE or
by scanning the QR code below.
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Next General Meeting
September 10, 2018

6:30 PM
Potluck Night!
Leave YOUR dog at home.

Just 
Chilling Out
Photo submitted
by De Brilz

mailto:sueann@napadogtraining.org
http://www.napadogtraining.org
https://us11.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=bddbbb69fdd088a33f37e35a9&id=8aa7e99b14

