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Napa Humane’s Role in Building 
a Better Future for Local Pets 
Join Us for a special presentation by Guest 
0Speaker Laticia Sahs from Napa Humane 

Learn how Napa Humane works to create a 
healthier, more compassionate community for pets 
and the people who love them. This presentation 
will provide an overview on Napa Humane’s im-
pactful programs—including low-cost spay/neuter, 
preventive care, vaccine/microchip clinics, sup-
port for community cats, shelter medicine, well-
ness services, PAS program for pets of the 
unhoused, humane education, behavior support 
and dog training, scholarship program for veteri-
nary students, and broader community out-
reach. 

We’ll also explore how our partnerships and prevention-
focused approach are making a meaningful difference 
for animals across Napa County. 

Click on images at right for available flyers, one on the 
presentation itself and the other with information about 
donations to support Napa Humane or go to 
nvdtc.org/presentations/.

Upcoming Presentations Being Held 
at NVDTC You Don’t Want to Miss 
On September 8th:

Join Us for November’s special presenta-
tion by Guest Speaker, Joanne Osburn 

Joanne is a veterinary stem cell techni-
cian in Lafayette, California. After work-
ing for nine years as a biology tech at a 

government laboratory, she is delighted to 
be working in the veterinary field where 

she can help improve the lives of pets. She 
lives in the San Francisco Bay area with her 

husband, Paul, and 
super-sniffing, paddleboard-loving 

Portuguese Water Dog, Guster.

On November 10th:

707-255-8118 | info@napahumane.org | napahumane.org

Napa Humane’s Role in Building a Better Future for Local Pets

Learn how Napa Humane works to create a healthier, more compassionate

community for pets and the people who love them. This presentation will

provide an overview of Napa Humane’s impactful programs. It will also

explore how Napa Humane’s partnerships and prevention-focused

approach are making a difference for animals across Napa County

GET TO KNOW NAPA HUMANEMonday, September 87:00pmGuest Speaker:  Laticia Sahs
Director of Marketing & Communications

Napa Humane’s year-round programming is 100% focused on solutions to address

the biggest root cause of animal welfare issues in our community, to help keep

keep animals in safe, loving homes and out of shelters! 

We are able to offer our life-saving services for Napa County’s pets at

affordable prices as our costs are subsidized by generous financial

donations and gifts of items we use in our Spay/Neuter Clinic. 

Here are some ways you can support animals with in-kind donations

of the items we use everyday:

Bath Tissue

Bleach

Canned Air

Cat Carriers

Distilled Water

Disinfecting Wipes &

Spray

Hydrogen Peroxide

Thank you in advance for your generosity!

For more information visit www.napahumane.org or find us on

Facebook, and Instagram @napahumane

Isopropyl Alcohol

Kitten Food (wet)

Laundry Detergent-HE, Free & Clear

Paper Towels

Potty Pads

Reams of Paper

Or visit our amazon wishlist:

https://bit.ly/wishlistNH
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Check This 
Out! 

Dine and Donate 

with Mountain 

Mike’s Pizza 

FUNDRAISER

"Join us in raising funds to support affordable 
dog training programs and provide safe, 

engaging spaces for dogs and their owners to 
enjoy recreation and exercise together."

 

1501 Trancas St, Napa, 
CA 94558, USA

SUPPORT OUR FUNDRAISER!
We're donating 20%   back!

Hours: - : 11 AM To 9 PM/Sunday,Monday,        
September 7th & 8th, 2025, 707-751-6100

You must present this brochure when 
purchasing.

Valid for takeout or dine-in only.

Not valid on Lunch Buffet or alcohol 
purchases. Not valid with other offers,
discounts or promotions.

Instead of a pizza party at the club this year, 
it’s EAT IN or TAKEOUT on your own September 7th and/or 

September 8th at Mountain Mike’s Pizza. 

Pictured below is a flyer you can share with students, family 
and friends for a Dine and Donate at Mountain Mike’s Pizza 
on Trancas St in Napa. The store will donate 20% of your 
order to our organization but, you must present a copy of 
the flyer when paying for your order on September 7 
or 8. Extra copies of the flyer are available at the clubhouse. 
And you can click on the image below or go to 
nvdtc.org/flyers/pizza.pdf to download.

The City of Napa 
will be doing 
extensive tree/road work on Coombs St. start-
ing September 1st which will cause the closure 
of the regular driveway into the Club parking 
lot. During this time everyone will have to ac-
cess the parking lot through the south en-
trance. Refer to the arial Google map below 
showing the entrance and route through the 
back of the complex to the main parking lot. 
Please exercise caution when traveling behind 
the buildings as the roadway is narrow and 
there are a lot of trucks that come and go from 
this complex. 
If you have questions, please do not hesitate to 
reach out to any NVDTC board member.

IMPORTANT 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

RE: ROAD 
WORK ON 
COOMBS 
STREET

http://www.nvdtc.org/flyers/pizza.pdf


damage was confirmed. There was no time to wait. 
We stepped up as a team and committed to living the 
exciting, growing life we had together when she was a 

young athlete. She deserved my best efforts, and I’m sure 
I’m not alone in this feeling.  

If you do have a senior dog, know there are classes 
they can enjoy on your terms! Select a new sport or 

try out the Dogs Can Dance Canine Freestyle 
Classes on Tuesday. You 

progress at your team’s own 
pace! And for younger 

dogs, you will see how the 
concepts relate to the sports 

you both enjoy.   

Need to brainstorm a new 
approach for you and your 

dog?  Email 
Judy@DogsCanDance.com     

Don’t let this fall slip through 
your hands. Harvest the 

bounty that fall offers. 

 

Judy Gamet, CPDT-KA 
Member: IACP, PPG 

www.DogsCanDance.com 
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Bringing Joy  
into Training 
by Judy Gamet 
Harvest Season
What does fall mean to you? 

For myself and my canine buddy, the 
school year begins once again. 

The temperatures begin to moderate, 
schedules begin to stabilize, and we all 
are inspired once again to learn and 
grow.   

As a handler, I often cut back on my 
training and activities due to the in-
creased heat of summer. I get wrapped 
up in air conditioning and office work. I 
will admit, I feel like I am neglecting my 
dog and my own growth. So, in my 
eyes, “fall” means a new commitment 
to growing as a handler and as a team. 

What area of training or skills would 
you like to improve as a handler? It 
might be diligence, cleaning up body 
language, prioritizing 10 minutes a day 
to train, opening up new possibilities for 
a new sport. This is your time to shed 
that stagnant mindset. 

As a dog, being enclosed in an air-con-
ditioned home a large percentage of 
the day’s hours of the summer, muscle 
tone can diminish, heart and lung con-
dition may decline, maybe an extra few 
pounds have accumulated. Not to 
mention the need to be challenged 
mentally! My dog’s emotional well-
being depends on growing and learning 
in order to feel fulfilled. 

I feel the best part of regrouping and 
setting new goals is that it gives me 
fresh inspiration. When I set aside that 
quality training time with my dog, 
where we both are learning, I emerge 
into the rest of the day with peace 
knowing we both are satisfied. 

Remembering Alena’s last year of life, I 
had been feeling as if I was neglecting 
her as she was turning 13.  So much to 
do, and so little time left.  Then the 
diagnosis of “considerable” heart 

mailto:Judy@DogsCanDance.com
http://www.DogsCanDance.com
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My mom and I just returned from a short vacation and we took 
Tzoey with us. She was so easy to take into hotels, stores and 
restaurants (as allowed). She didn’t pull on the leash, never 
barked and sat or laid quietly next to me. It was a great reminder 
of why I decided to participate in rally classes and trials. 

I’m one of those people who will let things slide if I don’t have a 
motivation to continue. Participating in rally gives me the moti-
vation to keep her skill set sharp. It paid off when I trusted her to 
sit while I backed up 20 feet to take this picture of her and a 
giant redwood tree.

This picture is of my previous dog   
(and NVDTC student), Chewy, and shows 
him hanging out at di Rosa Center for 
Contemporary Art with Roy Deforest's 'Dog 
Bench' art piece.

SHORTS
From Dena Parrish

As time marches on I must plan (service dog wise) where I’ll be 
a few years down the road. I’ve put a deposit on a male black 
lab puppy from Lisa Montoya @ Rosslyn Labradors. 

I was persuaded to go with this breeder after meeting her dogs in 
shows and in our classes—especially new member, Pat O’Riely’s 
young boy Ollivander CGC. 

My new boy will be coming home on October 1st. Wish us sleep 
and patience.

From Jennifer Vaughn

From Dave Else

Photo of a past puppy from Rosslyn Labs



 5 of 8
TATTLE TAILS 

NVDTC Newsletter 
September-October 2025

Are 
you interested in learning 

more about the pathway to becoming 
a volunteer animal assisted therapy team 

while having fun learning skills you and your dog 
can use at home and out in the world? Loving Animals 

Providing Smiles is offering a new class this fall. If you and 
your pup have attended at least one basic training class, Build 
on the Basics: Therapy Skills for Life might be just what you 

are looking for! Enhance connection with your dog. Build your 
dog's confidence in new situations; read your dog's signals and 

stress cues. Work together on useful life skills, guided by 
our experienced instructors. 

Dogs must be at leat 8 months, people- and dog-friendly,  
and up to date on vaccinations.  
Class size is limited for the best 

learning experience.  

4 class series on Saturdays 9/6, 
9/13, 9/20 & 9/27 at Napa Val-
ley Dog Training Club 

$80 registration fee must be 
paid in full before class. 

Sign up & pay securely 
online at

Are 
you interested in learning 

more about the pathway to becoming 
a volunteer a  nimal assisted therapy team 

while having fun learning skills you and your dog 
can use at home and out in the world? Loving Animals 

Providing Smiles is offering a new class this fall. If you and 
your pup have attended at least one basic training class, Build 
on the Basics: Therapy Skills for Life might be just what you 

are looking for! Enhance connection with your dog. Build your 
dog's confidence in new situations; read your dog's signals and 

stress cues. Work together on useful life skills, guided by 
our experienced instructors. 

Dogs must be at leat 8 months, people- and dog-friendly,  
and up to date on vaccinations.  
Class size is limited for the best 

learning experience.  

4 class series on Saturdays 9/6, 
9/13, 9/20 & 9/27 at Napa Val-
ley Dog Training Club 

$80 registration fee must be 
paid in full before class. 

Sign up & pay securely 
online at form.jotform.com/252117853866162

Recent LAPS 
Graduate

https://form.jotform.com/252117853866162
https://form.jotform.com/252117853866162
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August 11, 2025 General Meeting  

MINUTES (unapproved) 

are available online at: 
napadogtraining.org/meeting/

Continued on page 8

Board Members in attendance: Officers – Linda Luchsinger – Presi-

dent, Adrienne Amdahl – Vice President. Members at Large – Sandy 

Bonifield, Debbie Hilton, Vange Leonis, Past President – Linda 

Wargo. A list of the 17 General Members in attendance is available in 

the club office. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:37 pm. 

A motion was made to approve the July 14, 2025 General Member-

ship Meeting minutes as presented. The motion was seconded. All 

present voted Aye. Motion passed. 

Treasurer’s Report – Vange Leonis 

Checking  $22,096.77 @ 7/31/25 

Savings   $27,370.44 

CD   $21,585.00 

P&L   not available at this time 

With the income from the scent work trial and the refund from our an-

nual adjustment in CAM (lease) charges, $5000 was transferred from 

our checking account to our savings account in July. 

Vice President – Adrienne Amdahl 

David LeCount was present at tonight’s meeting and completed 

membership paperwork. A motion was made to vote David in as 

a club member. All voting members present voted Aye. Motion 

passed. Our membership count is now at 55. 

Club t-shirts and sweatshirts are still available through Bonfire. 

You can see the selection at 

https://www.bonfire.com/store/napa-valley-dog-training-club/ 

and if you have any questions about the t-shirts, please email 

Adrienne at vicepresident@nvdtc.org. 

Office – Sandy Bonifield 

Sign-ups for session 6 started today. 

Training – Linda Luchsinger 

Sign-ups for classes are done through the office, however in 

Advanced Obedience, Scent Work, and Rally the instructors 

are handling sign-ups for continuing students. 

A training committee meeting needs to be scheduled to set ses-

sions 1 & 2 for 2026. 

Publicity – Vange Leonis 

At our September General Membership Meeting we will have 

Laticia Sahs from Napa Humane as a guest speaker. We will be 

collecting donations for Napa Humane in an effort to support 

their work in our community. You can see their wish list of 

needed items at napahumane.org/get-involved/wish-list/ and in 

our most recent Club newsletter. 

At the November General Membership Meeting we will wel-

come Joanne Osborn as a guest speaker. Joanne is a veteri-

nary stem cell tech and will be speaking on regenerative 

medicine. 

Building – Debbie Hilton 

A memo to the instructors went out about upcoming road work 

that will affect entrance into our parking lot with request to get 

this information to our students. Beginning ter, Sue Osborn, will 

send out a blast with a map showing the location of the en-

trance and route through the back of the parking lot. 

In December the pipes under the building will be replaced. The 

mats will need to be pulled up to facilitate this work by the land-

lord. 

Newsletter/Website – Sue Osborn 

Get any info to Sue by the 22nd of the month for the next 

newsletter. 

Hospitality 

Tonight is our annual Club BBQ and we want to thank Linda 

Luchsinger ’s son Carl for being our BBQ master tonight and 

thank everyone who joined us and brought food. 

Anne and Carol will be providing hospitality for the September 

meeting. 

Old Business 

Our liability insurance and our Directors & Officers insurance 

have both been paid. The revision of our Refund and Class 

Credit policy is under review. 

https://www.bonfire.com/store/napa-valley-dog-training-club/
mailto:vicepresident@nvdtc.org
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Link to Premium

The Annual Audit for 2024 was done by Sue Osborn, Debbie 

Hilton and Sandy Bonifield and the findings from that was pre-

sented by Linda Luchsinger. The entire report can be viewed on-

line on the NVDTC website as an attachment to the April 1, 2025 

Board Meeting minutes. 

New Business 

LAPS is requesting the use of the building on November 1, 2025 

for 4-5 hours. A motion was made to allow LAPS to rent the 

building on November 1. Motion was seconded and all present 

vote AYE. Motion passed. 

Annual Banquet report – 17 club members attended the annual 

banquet at La Strada this past April. The expense report for the 

banquet is as follows: 

Dinner $ 187.61 ($867.61 less $680.00 paid by attendees 

Plaques $ 900.00 

Supplies $ 98.04 

                    $1,185.75 total expense to the Club 

 Our Workman’s Comp audit was completed a month or so ago 

and we received a refund of about $450. 

We received a common area adjustment with our lease anniver-

sary this year giving us a refund (credit on one month’s rent) of 

approximately $4,000. 

Anne Stanley noted that a request has been sent to the Napa 

Valley College to possibly hold another scent work trial at the col-

lege next year. 

Brags 

Karen Jackson – Cole got his advanced tricks title 

Linda Luchsinger – she is looking at a red/white cocker spaniel 

puppy tomorrow Jazz and Sassy both got novice trick and Sassy 

also got Intermediate trick. 

Linda Wargo – Sonny got both novice and intermediate trick and 

Happy got intermediate trick. 

David LeCount – His pup has a “litter” of 1 puppy Meeting ad-

journed at 7:13 pm 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Adrienne Amdahl 

mailto:2-//(@8A1.-//
mailto:LABM@-.B51'!0.5
http://www.sanlorenzodogtraining.org/forms/2025_sldtc_fdtc_smdtc_trial_premium.pdf
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Photo from Adobe AI Firefly

Submission deadline for the 
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2025 newsletter 

is OCTOBER 22, 2025. 
Send submissions to: editor@nvdtc.org

Do you have a special or cute dog picture you’d like to 
share? If you send a photo of YOUR dog (& name) to the 

newsletter editor, he or she could appear in a future newslet-
ter! Email to: editor@nvdtc.org/

Misplaced, 
Lost, or  
Missed eMails 
from NVDTC? 
Misplaced your email from NVDTC via 

MailChimp with link to newsletters? 

Missed that announcement about an upcoming 

presentation or workshop?  

You can access recent emails sent out from 
NVDTC via MailChimp by CLICKING HERE or by 
scanning the QR code below. 

Visit NVDTC on the web at  
www.nvdtc.org and on  

Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/NVDTC/.

Scheduling of Board Meetings: 
Board meetings are open to all members  

and are scheduled on the FOURTH Tuesday  
of the month. 

 Call 253-8666 to verify both date  
and location of meeting. Minutes from board  
meetings are available online & at the club. 

Next Meeting: 
September 8, 2025 

6:30 PM at Clubhouse 
Leave dogs at home

Wait. These kittens do not belong in MY chair.

GENERAL INFO:info@nvdtc.org | 707-253-8666 (Club Office)

mailto:editor@nvdtc.org
mailto:editor@nvdtc.org/
http://www.nvdtc.org
http://www.facebook.com/NVDTC/
mailto:lindyckrs@aol.com
mailto:socal2nocal@sbcglobal.net
mailto:sue.osborn49@yahoo.com
mailto:bergfelt@comcast.net
mailto:mhphelps@sbcglobal.net
mailto:marysone@aol.com
mailto:bonirose@aol.com
mailto:clc222@comcast.net
mailto:lindyckrs@aol.com
mailto:nvdtcdonna@gmail.com
mailto:yourgreatsmile@comcast.net
mailto:eddena@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mcmcockers@comcast.net
mailto:judy@dogscandance.com
mailto:info@nvdtc.org
https://us11.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=bddbbb69fdd088a33f37e35a9&id=8aa7e99b14



